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An Ode from Sans Sovci, charaſteriſtic of the late 
Northern Potentate, with Annotations by Machiavel in the 
Shades. 

. Lines on the death of Infants, &c. 

A Father's Soliloquy over a Sleeping Child, before his going 
to Priſon. 

. Verſes on the Death of a Son four Years old. 

. On the late Faſt for National Sins, &c. 

. On the French Standards hung up at St. Paul's. 


LETTERS. 


On German EleQors and Princes Hiring out their Subject; 
for Soldiers. | 
An Account and Defence of the Author's Publications in 
Support of Univer/al Redemption, and of his Objections to an 
excluſiue Prieſt hocd. a 
A ſhort View of the Signs of Times, drawn from a larger 
ar * the Numbers in the Law, the Prophets, and the 
Goſpel. | - 
A Latter on the Military Profeſſion to a Gentleman, who, 
from Doubt and Fear of its being inconſiſtent with his 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, reſigned his Commiſſion. 
5. A Letter on the preſent Rage for Fragments of Prophecies, 
not founded on Scripture, but on Conjectures and Proba- 
lities; in which, the late Mr. Toplady's Prophecy of 
Chriſtopher Love, given by the late Dr. Gifford, Libra- 
rian to the Britiſh Muſeum, is conſidered ; with ſome No- 
tice of the Biſhops of Llandaff and Rocheſter. 
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The following Publications fold by Mr. Sael, N. 20, News 
caſtle-ftreet, Strand; Mr. Denis, Middle Row, Holborn, 
Mrs. Peacock, No. 259, Oxford-ftreet, and by the 
Author, No. 19, Catherinegſtreet, Strand. 


1. Voice of Glad Tidings to Jews and Gentiles, in the 

A name of the Firſt-born and Firſt-Fruits, Kings and 
Prieſts, for the Salvation of all Men; in which, Predeſtination 
(which has for fifteen centuries conſigned almoſt all men to 
endleſs miſeries) is proved to be the immutable and gracious 
council of the Mo High God, to fave all men by his ele&, 
the Iſrael of the Goſpel, —Rom. xi. 16, and 29, 31.—Rev. 
vii. 4, 10. and xiv. 4, 8. 

2. A Dialogue to the Jews, in the 36th Jubilee of their 
Diſperſion and Captivity.— The Enſign to this people is, that 
Meſſiah is the Seed of that Woman, the Wonder, in Rev. xii. 
I, 1 and by the Father, is the Son of the Ancient of Days, 
and taken to his throne many ages paſt. Dan. vii. 13.— 
Micah. v. 1. The Jews will, in all appearance, take this teſti- 
mony up between 1795, and 1798. . 

3. The Daily Service of the Temple; in which, the whole 
Goſpel was preached by the figures in the ſix branches of that 
magnificent miniſtration. 68. 

4+ Pſalm Ixviii. The curſes contained in it are ſhewn to be 
awfully corrective, and not deſtructive. The late Biſhop 
Lowth's mis-interpretations, and thoſe of Michaelis and 
others, are refuted. 45 6d. 

5. A Volume of Letters to Drs. Adam Smith and Samuel 
Johnſon; to James Harris, Soame Jenyns, and to Dr. Prieſtley; 
with a ſynopſis of the Signs of Times, pointing to this moſt 
important period. 6s. 

6. Predeſtination ſhewn in a different light from the late 
Rev. Martin Madan, in his Comment on the 17th Article, gd. 

7. A Diſcourſe on the Cloud—1 Cor. x, 1, 6. gd. 

8. A Sermon on the Third Day of our Lord's Reſurrection; 
with a Synopſis of the Times, and ſeveral Poems. 28. 

N. B. New Editions of the Feaſt of 'Trumpets ; of the Sab- 
batical Year, and of the Eſſay on the Number Seven, are 
preparing for the youu 

tht Preparing for the Preſs, the Second Edition of Obſer- 
vations on the SEVENTH TRUMPET, the next great Feſti- 
val in the Order of the Law. With a Defence of Moſes. The 
Monthly Review of February, 1784, ſpeaks thus: The epi- 
tome of the evidences in ſupport of the Divine Economy 
of the Mofaic Law, we think very clear, ftriking, and /«- 
* tisfatory.” Neither Thomas Paine, nor any adverſary to 
the firſt Revelation, can bring a parallel to the evidences, 
from the annals of all hiſtory. 28. 

+++ The Claſſics and French taught at home, or abroad, by 


the Author, No. 19, Catherine-ſtreet. Foreigners taught 
Engliſh. 


© M37 = A. 


Page 6. line 2. for my, read me. 
33. laſt line but one, after the word point, put a ſemicolon, 
43- line 20. read Letter. 
46. line 15. for completed, read defeated. 
67. line 18. take out it. 


Compoſed by a late Northern Potentate, and Sung at 
his laſt Birth-Day. 


AN ODE 


FROM 


SANS SOUCY, 


With ANNOTATIONS, by MACHIAVEL, (a) in the Shades, 
Ce . 


IDST fire, and ſword, and waſting war, 
I ſtand as calm as ſtupid Tar, 
Who blaſts his ſhip while ſinking; 
Midſt groans from wounds, midſt dying cries, 
I look with firm and ſteady eyes; 
Such ſcenes cauſe me no blinking. 


With threefold braſs my breaſt is arm'd, 
My heart of tone can ne'er be charm'd, 
| To give one tear, or ſigh: 
If miriads wreathing on the plain, 
Bite the ſtain'd ground with madd'ning pain, 
Behold my placid eye. 
A | This 


(a) This Writer in his work, Arti- Machiavel, has accuſed me of teach. 
ing the Rulers of Mankind moſt deteſtable Leſſons of Tyranny againft their 
Subjects. What Hypocriſy is this? If his Subjects had known, what bare 
| Tiers and precautions I have ſhewn againſt oppreſſion and deſpotiſm, they 
would never have borne his madneſs and rage for arms and tactics, inchanting 
ſounds. 


AN ODE FROM SANS SOUCY. 


This firmneſs I can boaſt alone, 

Nor ſpare one ſhort or tranſient groan 
For all my ſubjects lain: 

Let little minds, in female clay, 

Melt at ſuch ſcenes, without diſmay 
I view the crimſon'd plain. 


The world this glory call, and I 
Stamp it for true Philoſophy, 
Let Ideots whine and weep : 
Let groveling ſouls ſuch actions ſcorn, - 
For dreadful greatneſs I was born, 
And will that greatneſs keep. 


Wou'd G—d one day, (if ſuch there be,) 
Lend me the ſun, I'd let man ſee 

The nobleſt uſe of fire; 
The Globe's vaſt frame I'd ſoon deſtroy, 
Write philoſophic odes with joy, 

And phoenix-like expire. 


Let milder gods give genial light, 
I chyſe to ſhine terrific bright 
In deſolation brave. 
Let earth- born minds like worms, ſtill creep, 
In ſtorms and thunders, I would ſweep 
All nature to her grave. 


Grant me, O Zolus,—thy cave 
Of furious blaſts, that roar and rave, 
And wide creation tear; 
To drive the torrent on and ride | 
The ſurly ſtorms, and whirlwinds guide, 
Wild uproar's charioteer. 


AN ODE FROM SANS. 8OUCY. 3 


Lend me, O Jove, thy thundering arm, 
I'd ſhake the globe with wild alarm, 
To duſt I'd crumble all; 
( b ) Let Envy burſt itſelf with ſpite, 
A calm Philoſopher I'd write, 
And madrigal the fall. 


Nero was great, who, Rome on fire, 
Call'd for his ode, and ſounding lyre, 

Such actions challenge praiſe: 
But I much nobler works wou'd do, 
Let my ambition have its view, 


Voltaire ſhall ſing the lays. 


I ( c ) emulate his glorious fame, 
Who Dian's temple ſet on flame, 
And ſhew'd the true great man: 
To ſouls like theſe ſhou'd temples riſe, 
And poets place them in the ſkies, 
On my Sans Soucy plan, 


Lerxes ſome womaniſh tears once ſhed, 
In the ſoft eaſtern nurſery bred, 
His army ſoon mult die: 
Had I been tutor to this youth, 
Leſſon'd in philoſophic truth, 
He'd learn'd the ſteady eye, 
For 


(5) This Writer imitates A iſtotles magnanimous man; and after ſpread- 
ing more miſery in one year of mad ambition, than robbers and murderers 
commit in a century, abuſes me, and monklike cants of moderation. 


(c) If greatneſs be meaſured by the Extent of Deſolation, and military 
Glory, both myſelf and Hobbes have granted, that Alexander and the early 
Heroes yield precedence to this more illuſtrious deſtroyer of Mankind. 


4 Ax ODE FROM SANS SOUCY 


For that philoſophy is good, 

Which early train'd to war and blood, 
Stands calm midſt greateſt ills: 

Views with like eaſe, the cultur'd plains, 

Or mangl'd limbs, or ſcatter'd brains, 
Unfeeling (4) writes, or kills. 


Whene'er I lead my ductile fools, 
To bleed by military rules, 

I gravely preach of fame ; 
And when I view the thouſand dead, 
In glory's grim and iron bed, 

Theſe victims build my name. 


Earth half deſtroyed, o'er half to reign, 
Will in my boſom plant no pain, 
Such eaſe true wiſdom gives. 
Poets, my mendicants, combine , 
Laurels that drop with blood, to twine, 
With fame that ever lives. 


(e) Prieſts of all creeds, ſhall build my fame, 
And lift my great terrific name, 
To each admiring age: 
While to thoſe herds, which dare not think, 
Plebeian-like I eat and drink, 
I ſeem all good, and ſage. 
O 


(d) The perſon who can pen a familiar Ode, an Idle Sonnet, after the 
Horrors of a bloody Battle, may boaſt of his head at the expence of his heart; 
but ſuch petrefied bowels would have diſgraced any one in the moſt barba- 
rous times of Antiquity» ; 

(<) No men ſooner catch the infection of falſe glory, or more loudly 
trumpet forth this diabolical paſſion, I have often reproached theſe orders 
for being the Incendiaries, or the ſpreaders of war, upon almoſt all occaſions 
to the ſhame of their ſacred function. 


AN ODE FROM SANS sover. 5 


O towering pride! be thou my God, 
Unſparing veng ange be my rod, 
Wild turies round me ſtand: 
Let ine be great, I care not how; 
Let power crown my dreaded brow, 
And vaſſals fear my hand. 


Let Moloch's grimmeſt prieſts attend, 
My noble ſpirit they'll commend, 
To them a Godlike mind: 
A grand oblation I will bring, 
Worthy a philoſophic king, 
The oblation is mankind. 


Like Janus, I can look two ways; 

My pen and fword earn double praiſe, 
For all men know I write; 

( f) I write, that men no ſouls can have, 

This makes mine bold, and madly brave, 
Hence all my dotards fight, 


They fight, and throw their lives away, 
I pen an ode, or muſick play, 
Scarce clos'd the field of battle: 
For what ſhou'd ſorrow fill my eye, 
That men are born, and that men die, 
Since they are only cattle. 


I nc'er 


Among all my faults, I never taught contempt of Deity, tho' I lived | 
amidſt groſs Superſtitions and Prieftcraft. All Errors have Truth for their 
Baſis: A father would rather have his Son honour him, though improperly, 
than deſpiſe him. This Ignorance is an Object of Pity; but an ungrateful 
negleQ is an Object of Horror. ; h 


AN ODE FROM SANS SOUCY. 


I ne'er the ſofter paſſions feel, 
Ambition early form'd me ſtecl, 
In Staic mantle cold: 
( g ) Vain are thy darts, O potent love, 
Venus, I never kiſs'd thy dove, 
Nor once my freedom ſold. 


O Crna, lend me other flames, 
PII celebrate Oùympic games, 
Of more illuſtrious ſort 
Than Greece e'er knew. O nobler taſte, 
Cities and kingdoms to lay waſte, 
Of royal power the ſport! 


Nimrod! thy Tower I envious view, 

The firſt great work the world e'er knew, 
And thou, the firſt in power, 

I emulate thy hunting fame; 

Men's lives like thine, my conſtant game, 
And I, a ſecond; Tower. 


My ſword makes man's vile carcaſe bleed, 

The ſoul I damn by my new creed, | 
If fouls men boalt at all: 

The frame diſſolv'd, the vaporous ſoul 


As Voltaire ſays, forms one mean whole, 
Newtons like aſſes, fall. 


To 


(g) No man ever deſpiſed women, but his heart degenerated into more 
hurtful paſſions. Princes ſhould never be governed by Beauty ; but to affet 
an Inſenſibility to, or ſuperiority over its Impreſſions, generally terminates 
in a hardneſs of Heart, that forgets at laſt humanity itſelf, 
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To blind them, I can preach and write, 
Like Saladin, can cant and fight, 
Proclaiming all things vain; 
Like him can ſay, my ſhirt is all, 
When by diſeaſe, or lead I fall, 
(6) Few feet of earth my gain. 


My courſe of glory's nearly run, 
To night declines my radiant ſun, 

Sad thought, that's cloth'd with gloom ! 
Yet ſhall I live, and breathe in fame, 
While all the heroes great in name, 

Reluctant yield me room. 


Now my laſt will I mean to write, 
And like myſelf, I will indite, 
Let me be underſtood ; 


(i) When what remains, ſleeps in earth's womb; 
Come, Coſſacs, Calmucs, round my tomb, 
And bathe my duſt with blood. 


MORAL 


(Þ) Hobbes has juſt read his Letters on Patriotiſm 5 he burſt into a loud 
laugh, ſaying, theſe Royal Philoſophers are as great Hypocrites as the old 
Phariſees ; they ſay, and do not. Monteſquieu declared, that inſtead of being a 


Philoſopher, he was not yet a man. He has taught the art of deſolating the 
Earth, not filling it with peaceful Brethren. 


(i) How blind is the Judgment and applauſe of the World? yet, as the 
Poet ſays, what different rewards attend? Criminis lle c:uccm, pretium tulit, 
hic diadema. 


MORAL REFLECTIONS 


On the Number of CHILDREN, who, according to the Bills 


of Mortality, DiE under two Years of Age. 


Few years of infant paſtime fled away, 

And dire diſeaſe forbad a longer ſtay. 

What price bears life in the Creator's eye ? 

Or what the boon, © Increaſe and Multiply ?” 

When but to die, the faireſt bloſſoms blow, 

And fill parental hearts with deepeſt woe. 

Tell me, Philoſophy, or Reaſon, fay, 

Why Death ſuch early, lovely victims lay? 
Why Life juſt dawns, ſcarce ripen'd into ſenſe, 

Where actions only are its eloquence; 

E're the tongue learns to liſp its MAkER's Praiſe, 

Finds the dark cloſe of its contracted days. 

Can Reaſon tell me, what is Heaven's plan, 

To take the Infant, and refuſe the Man? 

Here Reaſon wanders; not one glimm'ring ray 


Directs the dubious thought through this dark way: 


Probation none; no ſeed-time for reward; 

Are Souls thus cheap, they claim no great regard ? 
Why hang the Parents ling'ring o'er the tomb? 
Sorrows may heighten, not relieve the gloom. 
What region holds the Spirits ſent away ? 

Or are they only animated clay? 


HORT was the date, Life's courſe ſo early run, 
Death clos'd the ſcene, ere ſenſe was ſcarce begun. 


Tell 


MORAL REFLECTIONS, 


Tell me, ye learned Caſuiſts, can ye find, 

Why to ſuch Innocents is Heaven unkind? 

Is it that Earth, too narrow for the womb, 

Muſt her too numerous offspring quick entomb ? 

Is it that Light, or Air, which all ſupply, 

Can't furniſh Breath, or Beams for every Eye? 

Or niggard nature can't ſuch ſtores unfold, 

Which may her living children long uphold? 

Is it, that war, and ſtorms, that plagues, and waves, 

Can't give enough to all their horrid graves? 

Is it, that Man unfeeling, churliſh grown, 

Pays little care to what is not his own ? 

Or want ſhould kill, where life's hard bread is gained; 

Should myriads live, they could not be ſuſtained ? 

Left pride and luſts ſhould not enough conſume, 

Or avarice hoard, muſt Infants feed the tomb? 

Why then do Bees within one narrow hive, | 

S warming, dy induſtry and concord, thrive? 

Why Fiſh, prolifio, rivers ſhare, and ſeas, 

Ranging at large quite toilleſs and at caſe ? 

While Man, Creation's boaſted Lord and Head, 

Can ſcarcely find, in his own kingdom, bread ? 

Let Reaſon lend us, now her guiding light, 

And, like the fiery pillar, brighten night. 

Reaſon recoiling at the arduous taſk 

Like the philoſopher, more time will aſk 

The deep, the mazy labyrinth to trace, 

And fix her foot upon a ſtable baſe. 

Wiſdom walks groping in the pathleſs way, 

And thinking moſt, is ſure the moſt to ſtray. 

Heralds of peace ! come, bring the golden rays, 

Which faith alone, in this dark ſcene, diſplays. 

In one fall'n Blood, Sin's wages, Death is found; 
' B 
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In one pure Blood, that Death has felt its wound. 
Whatever liv'd and died, again ſhall riſe 

In nobler forms, and ſhare far happier ſkies. 

The Sun of Righteouſneſs, his wings ſhall ſpread, 
And with one vital touch ſhall wake the dead. 

One Trump ſhall ſound; one Voice, the Voice of God, 
Shall change all Nature, by th' Almighty nod. 

One word ſhall ſpeak, Ye /eeping Dead, ariſe, 
People my clouds, and fill my ample ſkies. 

Nature, through wide Creation's varied round, 

Shall hear the quickning voice, and joyful ſound. 
Abraham's great houſe, all tongues, all nations, come 
From Death's dark priſon, to a bliſsful home; 

One Hallelujah, men and angels ſing 

To theſe bleſt Names of FATHER, Saviour, KIx dq. 


A FRAGMENT 


— 


A FRAGMENT, 


From a Serious Musical ENTERTAINMENT, compoſed 
for the Iate Mr. MICHAEL ARNE. 


RECITATIVE. 


O ſouls juſt periſhing on the ſtormy deep 
Not land more welcome; nor to travellers ears 
Fainting with thirſt, midſt Lybia's burning ſands, 
The ſound of guſhing rill at diſtance heard 
More joy inſpires, than to the burden'd mind 
The voice of pardon, when high Heav*n reprieves 
The forfeit life, and fin's great debt forgives. 


AIR. 


How beautiful the feet! that go 

O'er mountains, like the fleeteſt Roe! 
To Sion's gates with haſte repair, 

And loudly this bleſt news declare, 
Herald of love and peace, I bring 

This meſſage from your God and King. 
Thy fins are pardon'd; raiſe thy head, 
Let ſacred joys thy heart o'erſpread ; 
Awake, cry out, Salvation's near, 

No longer death or vengeance fear, 
Thy crimes as crimſon colour'd deep, 
In mercy's breaſt forever ſleep; 

Waſh'd in one blood, now whiter grow, 
Than pureſt flakes of pureſt ſnow, 

See the bleſt fount, from his pierc'd ſide; 
For you, for all, he bled, he died, 
"SP B 2 VERSES 
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VERSES 


Suppoſed to be written by a GENTLEMAN, on ſeeing 
bis CaiLD aſleep in his Cradle, juſt before his 
going to Priſon. 


OFT Babe! ſweet image of a harmleſs mind 
How calm that ſleep, which innocence enjoys 
The ſmiling cheek, thou in thy lymber wear ſt, 
Is Nature's language for a gentle heart; 


It ſays, all's peace within. It is thy right; 


Tis the bleſt privilege of thy tender age 


To wake or ſleep in peace; to know no fears, 


To dread no ill, to ſmile on friend or foe, 

If foe, to ſuch an age as thine, can be. 

What moral leſſon does thy lumber teach? 

This preaching ſtrikes and mends a faulty heart. 
Come here, ye guilty, for it ſpeaks to you; 

Tells what ye loſt, and what you'll ne'er regain: 
Where dwells the pow's a wounded mind to heal? 
Attend, ye Miſers; all your wealth can't bribe 
This lumber to your bed; unbrib'd it drops 

The downy wing upon this infant brow. 

Liſten, ye Heroes, Kings, or higher names, 

(If ſuch there be,) can minds with cooleſt thought 
To bloodſhed train'd, ſuch peaceful hours taſte ? 
Sleep like that Babe, and I'll unſheath my ſword. 
Could gazing catch that look of cordial peace, 

My ardent eye I'd fix to pluck it thence, + 

And plant it in wy breaſt, —In vain that thought! 


Heaven 


VERSES 13 


Heaven this bliſs to ſinful man denies; 

Tis Virtue's crown, and e' en an Angel's wealth. 
Sleep on, mild infant, ſleep; and never know 
What thy fond parent feels; now feels for thee, 
Though * feel'ſt nothing. May kind Heaven grant, 
Thou ne'er may ſt wake again! How ſweet, to paſs 
From Earth to Heaven on fo foft a wing |! 

'Theſe looks would fix a ſmile on Death's pale cheek. 

I muſt away ; relentleſs law compels: 

I'll take thee too: thou in a cell can'ſt ſleep, 

And play within the horrors of a jail. 

Thy Father ſleeps no more What then? I'll watch 
Thy ſleeping hours; and when thou ſimil'ſt, I'll ſmile, 
Smile e' en in miſery, wipe my ſtreaming eye, 

Then ſmile again: ſtern law forbids not this. 

Thy mother in her peaceful tomb is laid; 

Silent her griefs, which fretted life away. 

At ſight of thee, her tender heart would bleed; 

It bled for others woes; for thine*twould ſtream. 

In happy time, her ſoul to him is fled, 

Whoſe blood for thoſe who mercy love, was ſpilt. 

Thou know'ſt, my God, by thy great pattern taught, 

I never turn'd my eye, nor ſhut my heart | 
From any wretch that walk'd this earth in pain. 

When thy rich bleflings on my head were poured, 
Thou led'ſt my heart (for goodneſs comes from thee) 
To ſeek out miſery in her baſhful path, 

And to my utmoſt every wound to heal. 

My faith is firm; in this thy trying hand 

My hope breaths freſh. Some virtuous mind thou'lt wm 
(Tho' few below thy glorious image wear, 

To riot moſt, or vanity enſlav'd) 

Then guide him to my cell; my chains he'll break, 
And light to me and this dcar Child reſtore. 


ON 


ON 


CONTENTMEN T, 


C OME, meek Contentment, ſpread thy downy wing, 
O'er Life's dark ſhades diffuſe thy genial Light; 
Come, dear companion, thy ſoft comforts bring, 

With thy ſweet preſence make my Hours bright. 


Round thy low Manſion, Olives ſpread their ſhade, 
And Peace, a ſtranger to each ſplendid dome, 

And ſlumbers bland embalm thy placid Head, 
While ſleepleſs cares thro” regal Towers roam. 


With thee, plain food will Health and Vigour give; 
The mind at reſt no inward tempeſt knows, 
While Pride, Revenge and Envy wakeful live, 
And feel a thouſand ſtings of ſelf-made woes, 


Let thy mild rays illume the humble cot, 

Deſpis'd by greatneſs, ſtranger to true bliſs ; 
Pleaſures unbought ſtill ſeek life's lower lot, 

Which ſplendid Pride, tho? ſceking, ne'er could kifs, 


Still lows thy ſtream, tho” gentle, yet not dull, 
While noiſy grandeur her rough torrents pour 

Taught in thy ſchoo!, we ſhare the Banquet full, 
While pride of ſcience taſtes no joys one hour, 


The 
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The gentle Zephyrs ſport in thy bright train, 
While ſtormy Splendors rage like ſullen winds; 
Reſtleſs ambition ſtung with ſecret pain, 

Rolls waves on waves, in all aſpiring minds. 


Learn, pride, a leſſon from Contentment's ſchool, 
Learn from her humble mien, of peace the price, 

Thou roam'ſt for that in vain, O ſplendid fool, 
Pure joys are ſimple, never dear, or nice. 


In equal ſcales, heaven hangs all human things, 
Contentment finds her bleſſings at the door: 

Diſtance not great betwixt the mean, and Kings, 
The mind well balanc'd forms the rich and poor. 


Health, the firſt Jewell, which enriches life, 
Not with high feaſts, or riot, ever dwells, 
Content adopts it, without toil or ſtriſe, 
In Courts and Cities loſt, *tis found in cells. 


Why wake the merchants, drudging {till for gold? 
Why ſwell their riches to a countleſs ſtore ! 
The reſt they ſeek, is never bought, nor ſold, 
Midſt heaps of wealth, their minds are lean, and poor. 


Why toils ambition to erect her tower? 

E'en Babel's height would not Contentment find, 
*Tis not in ſounding name of titled power, 

Heaven fix'd its feat within the humble mind. 


In Midnight riot, O] the ſearch is vain, 
In routs, and cards, and dices anxious throw 

It can't be found, that ſpring of conſtant pain; | 
In ſoils like theſe, ber beauteous plants wont grow. 


Her 


— 
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4 
Her firm, broad baſe, in Piety is laid; 


The grateful heart will ſoon her manſion find: 


When thanks to heaven for every gift are paid, 
Content will then inveſt the happy mind. 


Learn hence, ye rich, the wiſdom to beſtow, 
What God has lent you, for the nobleſt uſe; 

Learn to relieve each pain, each want, each woe, 

The bleſlings given, much richer will diffuſe 


Learn here, vain grandeur, if not crime to call 
By ſuch a name, life's weak, and waſting thread; 

The lowly heart muſt riſe, the proud muſt fall, 
Whendeath's dark ſhades ſhall tranſient pomp o'erſpread- 


Come then, content, humility's firm friend, | 


Teach me thy worth, and lead me to thy bower ; 
Thro? life's uncertain, chequer'd ſcenes, attend; 
To fools we leave falſe greatneſs, Joy, and power. 


Teach me the grateful heart, the ardent eye, 
The glowing praiſe to him, who all beſtows; 

Teach me firm faith in him, who rules on high, 
And in that blood, from which ſalvation flows. 


ON 


VERSES 


On the Death of a Son under four Years of Age. 


— 


—_— % {_ 
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AIR flower pluck'd by death's remorſeleſs hand ! 

How art thou fallen ! ſunk cold and dark beneath 
Thy bed of Earth, to riſe no more to light, 
To life and joy! Thus nature's voice is heard 
Plaintive and weak, ſince it was heaven's care 
That gather'd thee, for realms of purer light, 
'To fall no more; to feel no winter's tooth, 
No ſcorching ſun thy tender root to ſtrike, _ 
Or foliage blaſt. To higher life thou'rt born, 
Of heaven's great family one; where myriads burn 
In rapturous bliſs. Thee not the grave confines, 
But takes thy mortal part, the fruit of ſin, 
Where death is bounded, where his triumph ends. 
Beneath the wings of Feſus, thou art plac'd, 
Cloath'd with his light, while from his burning throne 
New viſions open, and this life's forgot, 
A dream, a ſhadow, from all thought expung'd. 
Scarce had'ſt thou taſted of the bitter draught, 
Which fleſh inherits in this chequer'd Scene, 
Life's hemiſphere below, half light, half dark: 
Scarce had'ſt thou enter'd on the thorny path, 
Which Sin firſt brought, e're God's paternal love 
To his bleſt boſom, took thy infant ſoul, 
And planted thee in bliſs, in fafety now, 

C Befors 


Before thy father's face. O God of love! 
How free, how full, haw deep, how laſting flow 
Thy treaſures forth, encircling worlds at once; 
Which ſhine in thy unbounded ocean, where 
They drink eternal Joys, and taſte a life 
Beyond our ſtrongeſt, keeneſt ſenſe, to feel 
In this dull veſture of our earthly frame. 
O to thy father gone ! whoſe vital touch 
Can quicken life on life, which love below, 
Beam of high Heaven's love, can only wiſh, 
But not impart. Whence grows the triple chord, 
That binds parental hearts ? from thee, O God, 
Father and love, thy name. Can mother's caſt 
The ſucking Infants from their foſtering breaſt, 
Forget, forſake them in their wants, their cries? 
Can love which ftrikes its fibres deep and ſtrong, 
Be rooted up ? it may, yet can'ſt not thou, 
Father ſupreme, this holy name forget, 
When dying Infants roll their eyes to thee, 
By heavenly inſtinct taught to look for help, 
For life and viſion, joys and reſt above. 
Shall peeviſh nature then of days complain 
Too ſhort ? ſhall ſighs riſe inward, and ſhall tears 
Flow freſh, and conſtant, that death's ſtroke has cut 
Thy mortal thread fo ſoon ? Forgive it, Heaven 
'Tis fear's ſad child, that looks thro” faith's dim eye, 
Yet cannot pierce the clouds on Sinai's Mount, 
Where all within is bright, all Heaven's throne, 
Fear is ſin's wages, darkneſs is our robe, 
Till Zeſus riſes with eternal day, 
Proclaiming with his voice, all's peace, all's love ; 
That Paradiſe is open'd by his blood, 
Where Adam's crime is waſhed, where death his dart 


VERSES, 


His 
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His ſting, and terror caſts beneath his feet, 
Whoſe wounds have cruſh'd his head for thee, my child; 
As mine, a fon of death, of ſin, and woe; 
As his, poſſeſſing all things great, and good. 
Ceaſe then, fond heart, from thy full urn to pour 
Sorrow's freſh ſtream, now all the burden's paſt : 
Fears, follies, cares, and ſin's more painful tribe, 
Pride, envy, wrath, and avarice, are dead. 
The mortal veſt is drop'd, where theſe great ills 
Inwoven grow, and goad us labouring on 
Through one rough road, one crouded walk of life, 
Soon loſt in death. Immortal now, dear child, 
In light's rich garment, from thy Saviour's blood, 
Thou ſtand'ſt a ſon of God. Thee Angels hail'd 
In bliſs and love, their brother, happy name, 
Unenvied name on high, where joys augment, 
As multitudes enjoy. Shall I then call 
Thee back to earth, or wiſh thee to return, 
Where pride, where envy, hate, or viler names 
Of Sin's prolific womb, the wide world walk, 
Curſing and curſt, thro? every ſtage of Life? 
Oh! till I ſee thee; thy dear image grows 
In memory's faithful eye, retentive moſt 
Of what it loves. Thy little voice is heard 
In fancy's wakeful ear: in every place 
Thou liv'ſt again, and riſeſt to my light. 
Yet waſt thou here, my heart its view would caſt 
Thro' time's dark vale, foreboding future ills 
Ripening for thee. Thus ſelf-tormenting love 
Forms its own ſcourge, while Heaven pitying ſees 
The fair infirmity ſo near to truth: 
For they that love, will in their breaſts perceive 

| C 2 The 
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The thorn of fear; and fear has many eyes 
Jealous, where love is ſtrong, of every ill 

That can ſpring up to man. Since Heaven has cut, 
This knot in twain; let fear to faith ſubmit, 

Let Love till burn, for 'tis a ray of God. 

O now Jehovah, Father, God, and Love, 

Names of ſweet force, inſtruct me how to live, 

To die like him, to die waſh'd clean and white 

In Chriſt's pure fount, whoſe living waters touch 
All fin, all death away; whoſe precious blood 

As fire eternal burns, and joys imparts 

Beyond all thought. Deep caſt thy beams within, 
Dear Lamb of God; my latent crimes purge out, 
Thoſe clouds, thoſe ſtorms, thoſe ſharpeſt ſtings of hell, 
That rage unſeen ; then, like a Babe reſign'd, 

I'll mount to join the univerſal houſe, 

Unnumber'd families, all Sons of God. 

One heaven, onelife, one glory, love and bliſs 

Alike encircle all; Zehovah reigns, 

The Father, Ward, and Spirit, all in all, 


ON THE 


LATE FAST FOR NATIONAL S$INS, 
AND 
SUCCESS IN WAR. 

A ſhort Comment on the beautiful 58th Chapter of Iſaiah, 


— 


{wHEREFORE HAVE WE FASTED, AND THOU $EEST xor.“ 


_— — —_ 
— — 


| 1 ns" faſt, or to feaſt, with Peers, Biſhops, and Kings, 
Take which part you pleaſe, it alters not things. 

With rich Saints, not poor Sinners, O grant me to dine, 

For I love to faſt oft on nice fiſh, and good wine. 

Our ſtateſmen ſo pious will ſhew us the way } 

To faſt, and to feaſt, to eat, drink, and pray, { 

And all in the ſpace of one ſolemn day. | 

This mode is not new, don't laugh, ye rude ſinners, 

Faſt-ſermons have ever ſaid Grace to good dinners. 

This Lent of one day ſhews the farce that is made, 

GRIEF ſoon wip'd her tears in a gay Maſquerade.* 


Two days after. 


VENUS 


VENUS ENVIOUS. 
A School-exerciſe that gained a Silver Medal. 


8 Beauty's Goddeſs, one fair day, 
Saw Cupid with my Laura play; 
Jealous, as Belles are of each other, 
She thus began to ſhew the mother. 
Be ſure, young Urchin, not one dart 
You lend her for a ſingle heart. 
Too late, dear Madam's your command, 
J ha'n't one arrow left in hand; 
She ftole my quiver and my bow 
So flily, that I know not how. 
But *tis your fault; you lent her charms, 
Your face, your ſhape, your breaſt, your arms; 
The Graces too, your Maids of Honour, 
All that they had, beſtow'd upon her. 
And fince tis ſo, don't fret, dear mother, 
You'll always paſs for one anether, 


Ridiculum 


— = 1 
* 


— — Ridiculum acri 
Fortius et melius plerumgue Secat rem. 
Horar. 
The laughing Muſe oft firikes with greater ſtrength, 
Than Satyr's Bow, tho' drawn to fulleſt Length. 
Tranſlated by the AuTHoR, 


ON THE 
STANDARDS OF FRANCE TAKEN AT MARTINIQUE. 


HUNG UP AT ST. PAUL's CATHEDRAL. 


aa 


Saint Paul, the good Paul! 
Dean with Canons, and all 
The leſs Names of Church-Heraldry; 
Say, how much you'll rejoice, 
Swell your lungs, ſtrain your voice, 
At this Militant new Chivalry. 


Surely now from ſound words, 
Paul oft ſpeaks of ſharp Swords 
For Biſhops, for Prieſts, and for Deacons. 
Be it then no more ſtrange, - 
Should the Church ever change 
To a ſtore-houſe of all warlike weapons. 


When 
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When Te Deum is ſung, 
Let bright Swords be high hung 
With ſtandards ſo properly ſuited; 
For this place ſoon may be 
A right militant See 
With Biſhops, and Canons, well booted, 


B——hke, and H——5——y, ſhall dance 
Fore the ſtandards of France, 
Which adorn the Apoſtle's high dome. 
How illuſtrious the ſight, 
When to pray, or to fight, 
Paul rivals the FATHER at Rome. 


Quit your Bible, and Creed, 
Let war's trophies ſucceed, 
Arch-Biſhops become bombardiers: 
Now a place for the SAINT, 
None more fit, or ſo quaint, 
As Chief of the bold Cannoniers. 


As pomp and Splendor are ſuppoſed to conſtitute the 
ſtrength and Glory of the daily croſs, to be the two pillars, 
JACHIN and BOAZ, which the lowly and meek Feſus, 
the Prince of Peace, of Patience, and love to enemies as 
well as friends, called his diſciples and ſubjects to, let it be 
corrected by the Judgment of a cotemporary Writer in 
Conſtantine's time, The Prince entered into the Church, 
not as a true and plain Chriſtian, which indeed had been 
moſt happy and defirable; but he brought in with him his 
Nebility, his Honor, his Arms, his Enfigns, his Triumphs, 
his Haughtineſs, his Pride, his Superciliouſneſs, that is, he 
came into the Houſe of God, accompanied with the Devil. 


He would have joined two Houſes and two-Cities together, 
that 
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that of Gad and the Devil. Their zeal cooled by degrees, 
their faith decreaſed, their whole piety degenerated; inſtead 
whereof, we now make uſe of Shades and Images, and T 
would, that we could retain theſe. Let Gibbon, Voltaire, and 
other enemies of the Chriſtian Religion relate the horrible 
perſecutions, and continual. Butcheries by the Hands of 
Prieſts, in conſequence of this unnatural alliance, when 
the Church of the Saviour of all men became worſe than 
a Den of Thieves, as under the Law, for it became a Den of 
 Murderers, for more than twelve Centuries. —lf the Biſhop 
of Landaff, or any other will attempt to deny this, they 
ſhall be fully anſwered on this Ground. When the Em- 
peror's eight beatitudes of political religion entered the 
Church, namely, his Mobility, his Honor, his Arms, his 
Enfagns, his Triumphe, his Haughtineſs, his Pride, his Super- 
arliouſneſs; then the eight Beatitudes of our Lord's legiſla- 
tion, namely, the Poor in Spirit, the Meurners; the Meek, 
the Hungry and Thir/ty after Righteouſneſs; the Merciful, 
the Pure in Heart, the Peace-makers, the Perſecuted, and 
reviled for Righteouſneſs; all this meek and loving family 
of the Saviour of the World went out of the Church, and 
have never re-entered it ſince that fatal time. The Gol- 
den Croſs has been Heir and Succeſſor to the Golden Calves. 
The laſt were made by the firſt High Prieſt, and the firſt 
has been invented and ſupported by a line of men, who 
have ftolen into the fold of the great ſhepherd, as if they 
were the Antitypes of the Levitical Prieſthood, and were 
theKings and Prie/ts, the fir/t-fruitsand fir/i-born under the 
Goſpel, when the whole diſpenſation is to gather a peculiar 
people, and royal prieſthood, out of a ſelect portion of the 
Nations, to which the Goſpel has been, and is proclaimed, 
The religion of Jeſus was never deſigned to be national; 
and when it became ſuch, it was turned into the dead Sea, 
| D in 


26 ON THE STANDARDS OF FRANCE, &c. 


in which no fiſh could live. Palaces, Thrones, and Crowns, 
(the mimic Mitres of Aaron's order, worn by prelates in 
the fifth Century, as the learned Bigot, Henry Dodwell, 
boaſts of,) Soon debaſed the Humility of the Paſtors of 
religion, and changed their character from ſhepherds feed- 
ing their flocks, to wolves devouring them. This was all 
done by putting on ſheep's clothing, as the Phariſees had 
ſhewn the way, making broad their phylacteries written 
with pious ſentences, to devour Widows houſes. Till 
the religion of Feſus ſhall give no more to the publiſhers 
of glad tidings, than the Maſter gave to his Embaſſadors, 
the pure Goſpel will never be preached, nor brotherly 
Love, one Table, and equality of bread, revive, as the 
unction of everlaſting fire ſhewed the pattern at the pente- 
coſtal Baptiſm, when cloven tongues were the crowns of 
pure gold tried in that Fire, which can never be quenched; 
when the Bridegroom rejoiced with his firſt Brides, both 
in the marriage ſupper, garment, and conſummation of 
the eſpouſals. 


N. B. In the Myſteries of the fir/t-born and firſt- fruits 
of the Law unfolded by the Goſpel, the deluſion and im- 
poſture of any prieſthood ſeparate from the whole body 
of believers, is fully proved. This was publiſhed in the 
Year 1763, and the five propoſitions which compriſe the 
whole gracious council of God in that appointment, have 
- never been anſwered, or even attempted, A very popular 
preacher, no friend to the truths defended, had the candor 
to ſay, it never could be refuted, as long as the Law and 
Goſpel ſhould be believed in. 


Audiet 


Sr.... ——D——.. — ——ů— 


Audiet cives acuiſſe ferrum, 
Quo graves perſæ melius perirent 
Audiet pugnas, vitio parentum 
RARA JuvenTus. 


— One Murder makes à villain, 


Millions a Hero; Princes are privileged 
To kill, and numbers ſanttify the crime. 
Brsnop Poxrzus, 


Criminis ille crucem, pretium tulit, hic diadema. 
| _ Juvenal, 
Crime's juſt reward, a Gibbet, one obtains, 
Far the ſame crime, a Crown, another gains. 
Tranſlated by the AuTHoR, 
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4 THE Laws of religion are of a ſuperior nature, be- 
« cauſe they bind the Sovereign, as well as the ſubject. 
* But with reſpect to the law of nature, it is otherwiſe, 
« the Prince is no longer ſuppoſed to be a man. 

« Speaking of deſpotic government in the ſame place, 
« Man's portion here, like that of beaſts, is inſtinct, com- 
« pliance and puniſhment.” —MoxTzsQuieu, Book III. 
Chap X. of the Spirit of Laws, 
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Ms. PxINTER, 


EING lately in Holland, I had the opportunity of 
hearing the ſentiments of theſe republicans, or ra- 
ther of half-republicans, concerning the German Troops 
taken into Britiſh pay, for ſubduing the American Rebels, 
as they are ſtiled here. They were not ſurprized, that a 
German Prince ſhould be glad to have a good bargain for 
his ſlaves, they are only, ſay theſe people, Merchants of 
Men, whom they would ſell as Beats of burden, not as 
the royal prophet ſpeaks for naught, but for good money; 
but they were aſtoniſhed, that a Britiſp King could not 
raiſe troops of Britons ſufficient to ſuppreſs rebellion 
abroad. 

Britons were the propereſt to have been employed on 
ſuch a buſineſs, and if Britons could not be' raiſed, or con- 
fided in, becauſe they diſliked the cauſe; it ought to have 
been à Caution, not to engage in a quarrel, in which the 
aſſiſtance of foreigners ſhould be neceſſary. They admi- 
red the policy, though they condemned the baſeneſs of hiring 
men, who, having no liberty themſelves, are not judges of 
its worth and price, and being, totally ignorant of the 
rights of nature, and every claim of humanity, are the pro- 
pereſt inſtruments of reducing others to the ſame ſtate 
of degradation and ſervitude as themſelves. Like Satan, 
the great Apollyon, or deſtroyer of mankind, they envy 
others that happy privilege they have long been de- 
prived of. Slaves, ſaid one of them, may be made maſ- 
ters over other ſlaves, whom they always rule with a ſe- 
verer rod, than they themſelves ever felt, or groaned un- 
der ; and ſurely no flave is like a Soldier, who dares not 
think i in what cauſe he is engaged; and who muſt go im- 


pl icitly | 


plicitly as a beaſt to the laughter; ſuch is that humiliation 
men are ſubject to, who commence the military profeffion. 
But what: ſhall be ſaid to the immorality and wickedneſs 
of compelling men tv this ſervitude? what right can any 
Prince have of conveying Body, Life, and Souls of men, 
to fight in a cauſe, in which they have received no injury. 
To oppreſs others, who are ſtrangers to them; and to kill 
thoſe by the mere order, and will of the Prince, who has 
received money for this butchery; when the Laws of God 
and nature proclaim this truth, that where no perſonal or 
national Injuſtice has been received, there ean be no room 
for Vengeance or Retaliation. With regard to theſe poor 
creatures, it is neither a defence againſt enemies, nor an of- 
fence for injuries ſuſtained. In what light then muſt the God 
of all nations regard theſe meſſengers of deſtruction? and 
though Princes under ſanction of a pretended code of laws, 
called /aws of nations, as arbitrarily interpreted as made, 
think themſelves at liberty, to remove the old land marks 
of ſimple and original truths ;. the morality muſt remain 
immutable, and no power leſs than the divine, can change 
te nature, or diſpenſe with the obligation. Political law 
is an undefined thing, and admits of all kinds of Caſuiſtry, 
of equivocal and jeſuitical evaſion; it is a mere ſport and 
game of kings and emperors, who can diſtort it like a 

waxen play-thing, to all forms and changeability of Proteus. 
But the great law of nature and natural juſtice, which is 
the law of defence againſt injuries, and of retaliation for 
Injuries ſuffered, cannot take place here. What [jury 
have the German Princes received ? how are they concerned 
in the quarrel with America, more than the diſputes in 
Aſia? or are they acquainted with the ſpirit and force of 
our own conſtitution and government ? with the rights 
| claimed 
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claimed, and the compulſion to enforce them, and the re- 
ſiſtance to repel them? if they were princes under Hea- 
theniſm, ſome calm and diſpaſſionate enquiry ſhould have 
preceded their lending aid to any power whatever; for all 
men, under the groſſeſt ſtate of nature, have paid ſome re- 
gard to the life and blood of men: But if the aur: ſacra 
fames, the baſe luſt for money annihilates the claims of 
humanity, and the voice of juſtice in heathens, this deteſt- 
able principle ſhould never take place in Princes, pro- 
feſſing Chriſtianity, and the law of the Almighty Governor 
of the univerſe: who has, in that revelation, fo guard- 
ed the life and blood of man, as to make the ſpilling of it 
unjuſtly, his own cauſe; As to him, vengeance be- 
longeth, ſurely he will repay to their faces all viola- 
tion of it without reſpect of perſons ; but with this awful 
diſcrimination, mercy will ſoon pardon the mean, but a 
ſharp judgment ſhall come to them who are in high places, 
and a fore trial, for mighty men ſhall be mightily torment- 
ed, Wiſd. vi. 1, 5, 6, 7. all theſe German princes are of 
the reformed churches, as they are called, and muſt hear at 
leaſt in their chapels, a different language in the words of 
the Great Fudge and legiſlator of all nations and languages, 
from that of courts, whatever attention they pay to ſuch 
important premonitions. They have, with a ſtoical com- 
poſure and happy apathy, lulled in the lap of pleaſures, 
pride and indolence of palaces, ſent their ſubjects to hazard 
life againſt men, who are at leaſt fellow believers : they ex- 
poſe the lives of thouſands, each life as valuable in the 
eyes of god, unleſs the ſouls of kings and princes are of a 
different nature from that of ſubjects, (tho the blood be 
admitted of the ſame nature,) to take away life from perſons 
inoffenſive and innocent, as to them, whatever criminality 
they may have in the eyes of their on governors. What 


is this better than being aſſaſſins, hired for money to de- 
ſtroy 
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ſtroy others? May not many be aſſaſſins or murderes, as well 
as a few? does acting in a body, as an army, leſſen the 
offence, more than acting by ſmall bands or troops? An 
aſſaſſin is one who hires himſelf for money to another, to 
avenge the cauſe of a ſecond perſon, againſt a third, who 
has never provoked his reſentment. Will it be lefs murder 
in the eyes of a juſt God, becauſe their princes, and not 
they themſelves, are paid for their ſhameful work ? or 
will they cloak themſelves under this excuſe, that they 
move and act, not by their own 7:/!, but as faves and 
machines by the will of their ſuperior ? who ever acts for 
another, and by the will of another, muſt take care, he 
acts juſtly, as much as if it was his fole motion and voli- 
tion. 

He can never diſcharge himſelf from moral agency, nor 
give it into the power of another, without annihilating his 
own nature, and obliterating the ſtamp and ſeal of God in | 
his ewn heart, in his moral frame and judgment. Qui per 
alium ſacit, facit per ſe, is a maxim that will ſtand all in- ! 
quiry and diſcuſſion; if we are forbid to follow a multitude | 
to /in, we are forbid to fear any, or reverence any man, [ 
wherein our ſouls are concerned. Eccl. iv. 22. and how 
are our ſouls more intereſted, than in ſuch a weighty caſe, 
as the danger of committing murders, and all other acts 

of cruelty and injuſtice, inevitable in a manner, in a ſtate 4 
of war, the moſt dreadful ſcourge of Heaven, andthe great- j 
eſt of all evils under the ſun? Who ought to be more k 
cautious of this than men, who, as David ſpeaks, carry "_ 
their lives in their hand, and ſtand on the verge of eter- 
nity, in every day of battle? Humiliating ſtate indeed ! 
if ſoldiers who have no will, but implicit, are anſwerable 
for the juſticeor injuſtice of a war, it muſt be granted that ! 

g their. | 
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their /ervitude is the moſt abject of all men, as nothing 
can be ſo ſlaviſn, as to have no moral judgment, the diſ- 
tinction of a man from a beaſt, and no will, but it may 
be of a faoliſh, a tyrannical, or an uſurping governor; 
ſo that with mind and body, one muſt do as commanded. 
But the queſtion will recur, who have put themſelves into 
this degraded condition? was it by compulſion, or choice ? 
for certainly it will be demanded by that God- of reaſon, not 
who commanded, but what was commanded; not who 
| was the maſter, but whether his will was juſt, equitable 
and conſonant to that inſcription of right and wrong 
written on every heart. A pert Frenchman in company 
ſaid; Sir, Reaſon, Morality and Religion, belong not to 
kings, nor armies; you talk to winds, waves, aud rocks, 
in arguing thus; if men reaſoned, they would never be 
ſoldiers ; if they had morality, the ſword would ſleep for 
ever: if religion was believed by Kings, they would chuſe 
the cells of monks, rather than ſuch a dangerous ſituation» 
as being reſponſible for the right and wrong of ſo compli- 
cated an evil as any war, to the juſtice of an infinite God. 
A grave Dutchman, who lamented the decline of the repub- 
lican ſpirit, ſince the eſtabliſhment of an Hereditary Stad- 
holder, replyed with a degree of zeal and ſternneſs, God made 
all men of one nature, and one blood; men made kings, 
and kings made themſelves, by degrees, Gods: I wiſh all 
men the happineſs of being under Ariſtotle's deſcription in 
his politics of good government. © He that deſires to be 
governed by Laws, deſires, that God ſhould be his fove- 
« reign; he that deſires to be governed by a king, that 
is, by a man, defires to be ſubject to a wild beaſt, as it 
were, fince man is ſo far from acting according to rea- 

« fon 
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« ſon, that he is generally. influenced by his paſſions.” 
Our government is changed, though our forms remain; and 
as for Great Britain, Sir, you are a proud nation, boaſting 
a peculiar felicity in church and ſtate, when you, as Mon- 
teſquieu feared, Book 2. Chap 4. have loſt the beſt parts of 
liberty in a venal ſtate, a mountanous debt, and an army, 
and are becomegone of the moſt ſervile nations on earth. 
The people at large have no choice, either in eccleſiaſti- 
cal or civil offices ; not even in your national repreſentation, 
which ever attended freedom in Greece, Rome, and all free 
ſtates: The loſs of either extinguiſhes true and genuine 
government, which is abſorbed in the will of one, and 
the law itſelf becomes by degrees that one will. The peo- 
ple have never been forgiven their ſuperiority in the 
transferring a crown: Fear and jealouſy have ever ſince 
been reducing them to a ftate equal to annihilation, or 
worſe, making their unequal repreſentative. only taſk- 

maſters, to lay heavier burdens of accumulating taxes, 

with the ſure conſequence, dearneſs of all neceſſaries of life, 
within a century, than a mere monarch could have done in 
two, or, perhaps, at all. One of your wiſeſt and beſt of 
ſtateſmen, Sir William Temple's Pyramid, is inverted. The 

broad baſe is no longer the people, as it ought to be; but 
the points the executive power, has taken its Raw and 
is TO e time. 
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T1 FILLING to obviate an unfounded charge againſt 
VV my. writings, as if the principles maintained in 
them, would deſtroy the Prieſthood of all Churches, I fay, 
that no- prieſthood, nor altars, nor garments, nor ſacri- 
ces are commanded, but what every believer, a prigſt by 
faith in the Lord, can, and ought to perform for himſelf: 
here are no proxies, no ſubſtitutes in the goſpel : nor is 
the Levitical prieſthood, ſucceeded by a ſecond external 
prieſthood, but by a Spiritual Worſhip in the Living Tem- 
ples of our bodies. God dwelleth not in Temples made 
by hands, nor ever did, ſo ſpeaks Stephen, and Solomon 
before him. Ads vii. 44. Ifaiah Chap. lvii. 15. a com- 
petent witneſs in his day at leaſt, declares, Thus ſaith 
the high and lofty one that inhabiteth eternity, I dwell 
&« in the high and holy place; with him alſo of a contrite and 
“ humble ſpirit.” Is this now changed, and has the Lord 
forſaken all, but. the Palaces, Thrones and Mitres of the 
goſpel-levites, the Firft-Born of this diſpenſation ; while 
theſe dignified high-prieſts hold the Nethinims in the 
Goſpel-Temples, and Temple-Miniftry in as low eſtcem 
as the Gibeonites were under that of Solomon. But take 


conſolation 
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conſolation, ye curatizing Levites : you have a firm and 
zealous friend in your elder brother, the Biſhop of Landaff. 
He will give you ſomething more than ſoft words and 
ſmiling looks; he will not refer you to diſtant times, 
when providence may work a miraculous reform in your 
favour ;' but as he is, Agminis inſtar, a hoſt in himſelf, he 
will fight your battles againſt your opponents, tho' they 
ſhould all be like King Saul, from the ſhoulder and up- 
ward, higher than yourſelves. His known inflexibility 
- and greatneſs of mind will not reſt, *till he has placed you 
in a ſituation to live, as all the Goſpel-Levites ought to 
live, above poverty, and its companions, neglect and con- 
tempt. Qualis ab incepto proceſſerit, et Sibi Conſtet. 
Should his diſintereſted efforts fail of due ſucceſs, you 
have a City of refuge to fly unto, namely, the con- 
ſolatory tract of your Brother, Paley. This gentle ſhep- 
herd, and calm philoſopher in an eafy chair, with ſome 
hundreds a year to fill his clerical purſe, will furniſh you 
with abundant reaſons for contentment, even though you 
had no food and rayment for yourſelves and families. So 
inchanting is his picture of being happily warmed in ſum- 
© merevenings, by the generous rays of the ſun, which fave 
fuel, with your children about you, that I wonder ſome 
of the great and rich of the world do not lay aſide the 
pomps and vanities of this wicked world, and deſcend into 
the low valley of humble life, to taſte the pecaliar felici- 
ties of that ſtation. Emperors have done it : Popiſh Car- 
dinals, and Prelates have thus acted, thinking, perhaps, 
by being poor in this world, they might more Wanne 
become richer in the other. 
ou have, however, a ſource of conſolation on two 
E 2 2 grounds 


3 AN ACCOUNT AND DEFENCE 


grounds: you cannot incur the danger of the wrath to 
come, by having two coats, and not giving one, unleſs this 
precept aſcribed to the Elijab of his day, the baptiſt John, 
be an interpolation: whether it be or not, you have the 
invaluable privilege of being ſafe from the awful conſe- 
quences. A ſecond reſults, from the difficulty of a rich 
man entering into the kingdom of heaven; for it is ſurely 
better to be even like Lazarus, than Dives: for it is very 
inconvenient, as a courtly preacher ſaid, for the rich to die; 
ſurely ſomewhat more to be carried from a bed of down to 
a bed of fire. If theſe weighty reaſons will not ſatisfy you, 
a very unreaſonable tribe of men are you, and I muſt give 
up your cauſe to a better advocate. 

It has, Sir, been charged againſt my writings, parti- 
cularly the tract on the Fir/t-Born and Fir/t- Fruits, that 
the principles would annihilate the Prieſthood, and unfrock 
them, (as Queen Elizabeth in a peeviſh mood threatened) 
to the loweſt order. I acknowledge it, and ſay, Elders, 
or Biſhops in that ſenſe, and Deacons I know; of all 
others, I ſay,as the evil ſpirit did, «Jeſus I know, and Paul I 
know, but who are ye? As Homer tied the golden chain to 
the throne of Jupiter, I can with more reaſon tie the golden 
chain of the Hierarchy to the chair of the Impoſtor at Rome. 
The whole Edifice roſe from a gradual working, and 
moulding the Prieſthood under the Goſpel, from the form 
of the Levitical Prieſthood; to which, in the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, {which is not of this World) it bears no analogy 
orſimilitude at preſent; neither in the ſeparation of a Tribe, 
the Unction, Garments, Functions, and Maintenance. 
Yet by the ſubtilty of Satan, the great deceiver of nati- 
ons, an order of men came forth under the uſurped Cha- 
racter of Prieſts, as if they were the real Antitypes and 
Correſpondences to the Levitical Ptieſthood; gradually 

| introducing 
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introducing the Moſaic Diſpenſation, with a full mea- 
ſure of Pagan Mixtures, into the Goſpel, or glad- 
tidings to all People, unleſs the Heavenly Heralds were 
miſtaken; and the voices of Prieſts and Miniſters contra- 
dicting their Meſſage of Glory to God on high, and on 
Earth, peace and goodwill towards men, are to be prefer- 
red to this Proclamation. Their pretences to a ſucceſſion, 
to all the rights, privileges, offices, and maintenances, 
ſtole in by degrees, through the Ignorance of the pretended 
Levites, and the ſtill groſſer ignorance of the deluded Peo- 
ple. They were, though ſtrangers to the Spirituality of the 
new diſpenſation, ſubtle enough to lay hold of every part 
of the old, that could increaſe their emoluments, and ex- 
alt their power. They knew, that to come forth with 
white Rayments, with Crowns and Mitres, with Altars, 
holy-water and holy-oil; with a claim to tythes, and fees 
for Baptiſm, Churching of Women, and Burials, would 
expoſe their pretenſions to inquiry. Hence they brought 
forth their impoſitions by ſlow ſteps, though, by the end of 
the ſixth Century, the. genuine Goſpel was buried under 
\ rubbiſh heaped on rubbiſh, as Sous Jexyns juſtly 
expreſſes it, though he left the work of clearing it away to 
others. An excluſive Prieſthood ſoon introduced an ex- 
eluſive right of interpretation, which never was attempted 
by the Levites, who, in their Synagogues, or Churches of 
the Jews, were only as private Men, as the Learned may 
ſee in Vitringa De Synagoga Vetere, and in Buxtorf De 
Synagoga Judaica, —Next came the ſhutting up the old 
and new "Teſtament from the Laity, when MHaſes com- 
manded all the Law to be read in the Ears of all Iſrael 


every Sabbatic Year, 


But they had no need of this Seal, as a corrupt Inter- 
pretation 
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pretation takes away the key of knowledge very ſufficiently, 
as the Prieſts under the Law had done before, though they 
never had the confidence to prohibit the reading of the 
Law; unleſs the Prophets are liars and flanderers, charg- 
ing all the corruptions and falſe gloſſes to the Levites, as 
primary in every ſuperſtition and deception.—The next 
ſtep was to ſubdue Kings and Nobles, and all the great 
and rich; enſlaving their underſtanding, and terrifying their 
Minds by purgatorial fires, and a pretended power of ab- 
ſolutions, and eftabliſhing their Uſurpations by Canon 
Laws, and Decrees wrote like Draco's in blood. None 
are more ſuperſtitious and fearful than the higher ranks, 
as Bayle has fully ſhewn in. his hiſtory of Comets. — The 
great and powerful were able to make Commutations for 
moſt vitious and wicked Lives, by donations to Prieſts, 
and Prieftling-Monks; by building Churches, Monaſte- 
ries, Nunneries, Alms Houſes, and Hoſpitals, when their 
Death-Beds were beſieged by the Men in the dark Live- 
ry, like the (a) Samaritan Prieſts of the Golden Calves; 
(Chemarim) threatening Purgatory or Hell; a long abode 
in one dreadful Manſion, or an eternal one in that more 
horrible Gulph, unleſs they, through the flatteries or terrors 
of thoſe ſelf-· ſanctified men, bought out their pardon by 
Eftates, or Gifts beſtowed on holy Church, in other words, 
on themſelves. — Their third ſtep was to incroach by 
higher pretenſions to holineſs, (like the Phariſees with 
broad Phylacteries covered with texts of holy writ) on the 
province and functions of the civil magiſtrates and Laws, 
(to which the Levites never made any pretence,) to the 
management of wills, marriage- contracts, and divorces, 

5 8 ſo 


(2) Called Chemarim from wearing black in the Temple of Mount Geria- 
2im, in oppoſition to the white Garments of the Prieſts at Jeruſalem. 
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fo as to cſtabliſha kind of hody-guard by numberleſs offices 
in their conſiſtorial Courts. From the Nicence Council, 
turbulent and factious, it is caſy to trace the growing 
Influence, and aggrandizement of this eccleſiaſtical Corpora- 
tien. When ſpeaking of Conſtantine, a contemporary 
writer ſays; The Prince entered into the Church, not as 
a true and plain Chriſtian, which had indeed been moſt de- 
ſirable; but he brought in with him, his Nobility, his 
Honor, his Arms, his Enſigns, his Triumphs, his Haugh- 
tineſs, his Pride, his ſuperciliouſneſs, that is, he came into the 
houſe of Chriſt accompanied with the Devil; and what 
could not be done, he would have joined two Houſes, and 
two Cities together, that of God and the Devil. Their 
zeal cooled by degrees, their Faith decreaſed, their whole 
Piety degenerated; inſtead whereof, we now make uſe of 
Shadows and Images, and I would, that we could retain 
them. Then every Biſhop, a neceſſary and uſeful Ruler 
at firſt, had the power of hunting for heretics (as Nimrod 
hunted, it is ſuppoſed, men for his Imperial paſtime) and 
baniſhing, impriſoning, torturing, and killing thoſe, whom 
our Lord and the Apoſtles would only have rebuked, and 
marked out to avoid Communion, that they might be aſham- 
ed, and retorm. Matt. xviii 17. 2 Theſs. i. 14, 15. 
1 Cor. iii 59. What muſt have been the Doctrines? what 
the Spirit of propheſying, or the Interpretation of the Ora- 
cles of truth, when Auſtin (a Red Lettered Saint in the 
Popiſh Calendar) could conſign unbaptized Infants in the 
fourth Century to endleſs miſeries? what bowels muſt the 
Preachers have had, or their Audience to admit ſuch Blaſ. 
phemy? the annals of eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory are ever ſtain- 
ed with Blood, and the hands that ſhed it, were the h“ 
Servants of the Prince of Peace, and the Saivour of the 
| World 
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World. Had an Herald's college been then, the Creſt of 
Sacerdotal Arms ſhould have been the Blaady Hand. 1 
cite-here a paſſage from my comment on Pſalm 68. which 
no man converſant in Hiſtory can deny. As to Wars, 
« no Nations ſince the Eſtabliſhment of ſecular Chriſtia- 
4 nity, have more delighted in ſlaughter, than Chriſtian 
« kingdoms; and every page of ecclefiaftical hiſtory ſtreams 
« with as much blood, as Wollaſton in his religion of Nature 
4 humanely complains, as that of civil Hiſtory has done. 
It is but a lame defence, that Epiſcopius, Limborch, and 
<« others, have made to the Jewiſh objection againſt the Me 
& fah, that Wars were not to be known after his advent, 
« who ſay, that the genius and Spirit of his religion tends 
© to ſoſten and fubdue the Hearts of men, to univerſal 

“ peace and good will. The Prophet ſpeaks of a fact, 
and not of a tendency; of a reality, not of a poſſible, or 

« probable event.“ 

What means the command of Chriſt and the penalty? he 
that taketh the Sword, ſhall periſh by the Sword. Believ- 
ers ſhould be a peculiar People, a Royal Prieſthood, to 
offer up Spiritual ſacrifices, (not the carnal and legal ob- 
lations) acceptable to one God and Father, through one Lord 
and Son above all Sons; ſo ſpoke Peter in his day. 
Now the Proteſtant Churches are terrified, as if the Altars 
of the Lord, (round or ſquare ) could be deſtroyed; no, they 
are found in the Temple of our Bodies, or no where; the 
© houſe and habitation of God by the Holy Spirit, the eter- 
nal, inviſible fire and precious blood of Jeſus, the life-crea- 
ting Spirit; which is the Antitype to the viſible and per- 
petual fire of the legal Altar, its wine or blood of the Lamb; 
and its meat-offering, the glorified fleſh of our high Prieſt, 
deſcending by perpetual Influx into the meek and lowly 


in heart; into thoſe, who hunger and thirſt after his 
righteouſneſs, 
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' righteouſneſs, which is himſelf, the Feeder and Food of his 
flock, a flock always little and deſpiſed by the World, 
and the Grandees and Nobleſſe of political Religion. We 
have ever been ſtunned with the noiſe of Temples made 
with hands, in which God never dwells; but hear little of 
the Temple not made with hands, but built, as Solomon's 
Temple was, without the ſound of the hammer, axe, or iron- 
tool; yet built, not to be deſtroyed, as his was, but to be 
an eternal Houſe, in the Heavens. 

I will here ſubjoina ſhort delineation of a Chriſtian Prieſt, 
that is, of every one called to the belief of the Son of the 
Living God, and of the worſhip of his Father in Spirit and 
Truth, and not in the oldneſs of the Letter, in carnal ordi- 
nances under the types and figures. Every branch of the 
Temple-miniſtration is brought forward under the Goſpel 
to be fulfilled in Believers, as the Living Temples, Spiritual 
Hiuſes and Tabernacles, for the preſence and operations 
of the one Holy Spirit, in the continual Baptiſm of the ſanc- 
tifying blood and conſummating fire to his own people. 
1. The fire of the Goſpel-ſtate. I came to ſend fire on Earth 
and what will I, if jt be already kindled? Luke xii. 49. 
Every one ſhall be ſalted with fire, and every ſacrifice 
ſhall be ſalted with Salt. Mark ix. 49. Here we find the | 
falt of the Law ſhewn in, its true ſenſe. Levit. ii. 23. | 
Numb. xviii. 19.— 2. The meat, and drink-offering of the 
altar, called by our maſter, the fleſh and blood of himſelf, 
the true Lamb; the bread of Life, (Living Bread) coming 
down from Heaven, and the Wine of the Kingdom. Theſe 
are the realities for every believer who is called the Temple 
and Prieſt of God. The whole ſixth Chapter of John is 
the legal altar explained in the Spirit and Truth: Bacon 
calls them expreflive and ſignificative rites, very little un- 
derſtood by Teachers, at this, or any day, 3. The Laver . 

F of 
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of Braſs. He has ſaved us by the Laver of Regeneration, 

and by the renewing of the Holy Spirit. Tit. iii. Is this 

Water from Rivers or Springs? is the Goſpel, the Law 

with all its figures and ſhadows brought back ? "This, how- 

ever, the Prieſts and miniſters have done over the whole 

Chriſtian world. 4. The Garment of the Law; thou haſt 

a few Names, even in Sardis, which have not defiled their 

Garments, Rev. iii. 4. Bleſſed is he that walketh, and 

keepeth his Garments ; that he walk not naked, and they 

ſee his me. Rev. xvi. 15. Is this Garment now out- 

ward, like the Law, or inward? is it not the white Ray- 

ment, the luminous cloud, to clothe the new Adam, which 

he is counſelled to buy of the Lord? Rev. iii. 17. 

5. The Lamps of the Law. We find the high Prieſt of our 

profeſſion walking in the midſt of the ſeven golden Candle- 

ſticks, Seven Churches (or Congregations) always burn- 
ing in his People, who ſerve him day and night in the new 

Temples of the Goſpel, I know how much the familiar 
and plain way of explaining Scripture, as it is called, is pre- 

ferred by the many; and it ever will be the ſtate of the mul- 
titude: it was their voice that called for the golden calves; 
that demanded Sau! for a King, and that cried out, with 
Prieſts, their Leaders, to Pilate, Crucify, Crucify 
"him. I have explained in the fulleſt manner every part 
of the Daily Service at the Temple, and ſhewn 
its dignity and reality by the goſpel; which teachers have 

not . preached, nor have people heard for centuries. If 

Paul had ſo much labour to raife the minds of his con- 

verts to ſpiritual conceptions, ſo as to give frong meat to 

the Adult; if he ſo much rebuked thoſe who were carnal, 
adhering to the legal ſervice” of meats and drinks, of ob- 
ſerving Days, _—_— "oY or Nears, called here weak 
elements 
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elements of the Law, that he feared, leaſt he had laboured 
in vain: if he cautioned them, that no one ſhould judge 
them touching meat or drink, or an holy day, (feſtival) 
or in reſpect to the moon, or Sabbaths, which are a ſha- 
dow of things to come, but the body or ſubſtance is of 
Crit. Gal. iv. 10. Col. ii. 16, 17. I fay again, if 

this apoſtle (who was ſo favoured with more abundant re- 
velations than all the reſt,) was compelled to reproach 

converted Jews and Gentiles, that, when they ought to 

be teachers for the time, they had need to be taught the 

fir/t principles of the oracles of God, for they have need of 
milk, and not of ſtrong meats; for he that uſeth milk, is 
unſeilful in the word of righteouſneſs, for he is a babe. 

Heb. v. 12, 14. Ifthis Apoſtle could not raiſe the minds of 
his Converts toa ſpiritual apprehenſion of divine things; if he 
calls them Carnal, and Babes, fit only for milk, and not for 
ſtrong Meat, as the adult ought to be? if they were un- 

{ſkilful in the word of Righteouſneſs or Juſtification, inca- 
pable of giving as Teachers, or receiving as Learners, 
the Spzrit that quickeneth, dealing out the letter that kil- 
leth, and condemneth only; what can be expected from a 
few Preachers and Writers, like Origen and Macariusy 
with others in the firſt ages; or in the latter ages, from a 
ſmall number of Writers like Tauler, More, Gell, Sterry, 
Biſhop Ruft, Erberry, Webſter, Cudiuorth, Whichcate, 

Rous, Poiret, Fenelon, Hales, Bromley, Dell, Pennington, 

Law, Hartley, Cheyne, Ramſay; what can theſe able Mi- 

niſters of the new Teſtament in Paul's words effect againſt 
an Army of Preachers of the old Killing letter, called by 

the Apoſtle, the miniftration of Death and Judgment; if 
.milk be for Babes, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, will they become 
men ht for ſtrong meat, by being fed always with the ſame 

F 2 diet: 
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diet? will the minds of Children and Scholars be improved 

and enlarged in knowledge, by confining them to the 

ſame Books, Subjects and Ideas? let me adduce the judg- 

ment of that excellent Writer, Whichcote. Aphoriſm. 307. 

It is not to no purpoſe to ſpeak things that are not pre- 

ently underſtood. Seed, though it lies in the ground awhile | 

unſeen, is not 4% or thrown away; but will bring forth 

fruit. If you confine your teacher, you hinder your Learn- 

ing; if you limit his diſcourſes to your preſent appre- 

henſions, how ſhall he raiſe your underſtandings? if he 

accommodates all things to your preſent weakneſs, you ne- 

ver will be wiſer than you now are; you will be a/ways 
in ſwaddling clothes. 7 

Wen truth is tried by moſt voices, it is commonly out- 

voted; ſo ſpeaks a great Light in his day, Dr. Robert Gell, 

who was like all Spiritual Interpreters of the Myſteries of 

the Kingdom of God, reproached for his ſuperior Under- 

ſtanding in the Sacred Oracles by ſuch Teachers as deſire 

to bind the many to their aſſumedinfallibility; for they ſpeak, 

as if they had the various Gifts of Apeftles, Prophets, Paſ- 

tors, and Teachers, included in their Solitary Character of 

- Miniſters; when they have, for the moſt part, as many 

| ' tongues of propheſying, or of interpretation, as the tongues 

at Babel amounted to, and produce nearly the ſame effect, 

. confuſion anddiviſion,mutual hatred and perſecution. When 

the Golden Image of Political religion was ſet up by Em- 

perors, the ſlaves of Prieſts, ten thouſand times ten thou- 

ſand fell down to worſhip it, while a burning fiery furnace 

is prepared for the ſmall band of the Worſhippers of the 

one God, the one Good, Father of all Gods and Lords, who 

are many in the immenſity of ſyſtems and creations. Let 

us look to the Myriads of deluded perſons, not all of them 

| Burke's 
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Burke's Swiniſh multitude, but ſanctified and ſanctifying 
- Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Holy Monks and Nuns, with 
Princes, Nobles, and other Laics, running after St. Jauu- 
arius's Head at Naples, while the ſacred toes of St. Febru- 
arius are neglected, having ceaſed to work wonders. The 
burning Lava of Yeſuvius would furniſh a large and pro- 
per Bed of Fire for ſuch obſtinate aud damnable Fools 
and Heretics, as ſhould dare to ridicule or deny the mi- 
. racles of this bald Head, and empty ſkull. Such is the 
religion of the grand Impoſture of a prieſthood, excluſive 
and ſeparate from that of all-believers; and ſuch will ever 

de the religion protected by penal Laws, Bonds and Pri- 
ſons; and maintained by eyery ſtate at an immenſe expence 
to deceive the World with Lying Wonders, and to ſupport 

a Prieſthood, not once intimated by our Lord, or his Apoſ- 
tles, as diſtinct and appropriate to any order of men; Bi- 
ſhops or Elders, and Deacons being no more Prieſts» 
than every believer, though they were rulers and officers 
over their Brethren, and the Communities, as the rulers 
of the Synagogues under the Mofaic Aconomy. Nei- 
ther Hooker inhis eccleſiaſtical polity, (it may be called policy 
too) nor Doduwcl in his one altar and one Prieſthood, nor 
- Lefley in his caſe of the Regale and Pantificale, canſhewany 
. peculiar prieſthood ; though they have been the chief Archi- 
tects, Since the partial reformation, in this Building of 
one, in conformity to that of the Law; to which it bears 
no relation at all. For the principal deſign of this publica- 
tion of the Goſpel, is to gather a peculiar people, (not a 
Nation) a royal Prieſthood, (not of any Kingdom in par- 
ticular) but from any Nation, Condition, or Sex, bound or 
free, Male or Female, to fill up the number of the Elec, 
to be in the kingdom of the Lord, (which is not of this, 
| World 
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World, or of this creation, John xviii. 36.) the Kings and 
Prieſts and fir/t-fruits unto God, and the Lamb, to rule 
over the Nations, to ſanctify the whole Harveſt, and to 
reap the Vine of the Earth. Revel, vii. and ch. xiv. This 
great and predetermined council of the moſt High God, 
a father of all Gods, is the full and clear ſenſe of 
the xith Chapter of Paul to the Romans; and it has been 
more clearly explained in the myſteries of the H- 
born and firſt-fruits, publiſhed in 1763, and unan- 
ſwered to this day, in the five propoſitions of that 
tract. On this immutable decree of the Lord God, the 
everlaſting goſpel is now preaching in the Philadelphian 
Church, with her /ittle /trength, yet with an open door, 
never more to be ſhut. Nor can the unconceivable grace 
of this long loſt truth ever be completed, though wars, and 
rumours of wars, famines, peſtilences and earthquakes, in 
divers places, be /igns preparatory ; yet, as our Lord tells 
us, the good meſſage of this Kingdom ſhall be preached as 
a witneſs to the whole earth, and then the end, or conſum- 
mation, ſhall come: Matt. xxiv. 18. Revel. xiv. 6. 1 Tim. 
ii. 3. 6. As this is the boaſted age of reaſon, let us annex 
to it the age of pride, fulneſs of bread, and general con- 
tempt of God, the giver, and of his ſuperlative goodneſs in 
Feſus, always Jeſus to his enemies as well as his friends. 
If it be the age of reaſon, this goddeſs, the Magna Mater, 
ſeems to have travelled on the back of a Tortoiſe; for al- 
moſt all the Nations of the Earth at this day are Idolaters 
in the groſſeſt forms of it; and even, where Revelation 
has ſhone, it has been ſo corrupted and disfigured by the 
teachers of it, that inſtead of being a voice of gl/ad-tidings 
to all people as announced at firſt, it is a Trumpet of me/t 
dreaajul ſound to almoſt every Son and Daughter of Adam, 
Let us admit, what a great Judge, Collier, aſeribes to 

Prieſts, 
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Prieſts, that they diſcouraged all enquiries, which might 
breed a diſlike of ſuperſtitions which yielded ſuch great 
ſecular emoluments; and that inſtead of inſtructing peo- 
ple in better principles of worſhip, they rather added to the 
impoſture, by frequent inventions of new and more gain- 
ful fopperies. Chap. 1. of his impartial inquiry. Lac- 
tantius ſupports the ſame ſentiment. Lib. 2, c. 3. div. in- 
ſtitut. None but prieſts had the power of feeding the 
minds of the multitude with idle pomp, and frivolous ce- 
remonies, fit only for childiſh underſtandings. If reaſon be 
the ſtrong light, it was always ſo; it is born with every 
man, yet he cannot guard - himſelf from others who have 
only reaſon in common with himſelf. But we are now 
going to be ſet right. The eloquent O'leary is come 
among us, and has opened a chapel to conciliate all diffe- 
rences. This ſweet finger of the Romiſh orthodoxy will 
make the four corners of the Earth meet in one central 
point. He can eaſily reconcile the ſmall diverſities of opi- 
nion in Athanaſians, Arians, Sabellians, Lutherans, Cal- 
viniſts, and many other ſubdiviſions, and ſhew us, as Biſhop 
Horſely ſeems to think and ſpeak in his letter to his Clergy, 
there is only a ſmall difference in ſome trifling ceremonies, 
among which, we muſt include the worſhip of Martyrs, 
Saints and relicts, (which the ſtupid formers thought 
Idolatry,) with tranſubſtantiation, auricular confeſſion, 
abſolution, holy water and oil, ſeven Sacraments, purga- 
tory, the adoration of the Virgin, the Mather of God, 
(which ſhe never was, but of a body prepared to ſuffer in) 
and Queen of Heaven, which ſhe is not, nor ever will be; 
with Spiritual Baſtiles, inquiſitions with flow tortures by the 
merciful hands of meek Arch-Biſhops, Princes and Lords, 
with other inſignificant and trivial differences: Why then let 
us 
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us kiſs, and be friends; not as Biſhop Gardiner kiſſed 
Cranmer, by his King's command; no, let us kiſs the other 
Cheek, and that cordially. When the Pope ſhall proclaim, 
in his own patrimony at leaſt, a free and full toleration, let 
his children claim the ſame grace: When his prieſts in 
the various titles and dignities of the Hierarchy ſhall re- 
nounce the creed of the council of Trent; when they ſhall 
diſclaim the fabric of that deteſtable impoſture; then let 
the ſame indulgence be granted to them. But till this 
takes place, let us remember, that a Lion muzzled is a Lion 
Kill, and can never become a Lamb. Permit me to pro- 
poſe a ground of reconciling all differences, and a centre 
of union derived from the higheſt authorities. The firſt 
in order and dignity. Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
glad tidings of great joy, which ſhall be to all People. 
For unto you is born this day a Saviour, who is CHRIST 
the LORD. And ſuddenly there was with the Angel a 
multitude of the heavenly hoſt, praiſing God, and ſaying, 
GLORY to GOD in the Highe/t, and on Earth peace, 
among men goed will, or expe#tation. Luke ii. 10. 14. By 
the mouth of two or three witneſſes ſhall every word be 
eſtabliſhed. Deut. xvii. 6. Let us adduce a ſecond mouth 
and witneſs in the great Herald and precurſor, John, the 
Baptiſt. Behold the LAMB of GOD that taketh away 
the /in of the world. What that fin means, underſtand by 
reading our elder Brother Paul's fifth chapter of the Ro-. 
mans, from verſe 15 to 21. Remember the promiſes in Je- 
ſus are abſolute: the many and the all ſhall be made righ- 
teous. The third witneſs ſhall be the LORD himſelf. 
As Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, thus 
ſhall the San of the Jar be lifted up. And I, if I be lift- 
ed up, will draw all men unto me. Thus ſpake he, ſigni- 
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fying by what death he ſhould die. John iii. 14. chap. xii. 
32, and chap. vi. 51.—4. Let us annex the ſervants of the 
Lord as the other witneſſes» Thus Paul ſpeaks, I labour 
and ſuffer reproach, becauſe I truſt in the Living God, 
the Saviour of all men, but eſpecially of believers. For there 
is one mediator of God and Man, the man Chriſt Jeſus, 
who gave himſelf a ranſom for all men. 1 Tim. ii. 4, 10, &c. 
5. The beloved diſciple, John, ſhall bear witneſs tohis Maſ- 
ter's Name and glory. If any man fin, we have an advo- 
cate with the Father, Jeſus Chrift, the righteous; and he 
is the propitiation for aur ſins, and not for our fins only, 
but for the fins of the whole world. 1 John. ii. 1, 2. Were 
it neceſſary, we have a cloud of witneſſes in thePhrophets, 
the Pſalms, and in the Revelation of this boſom-friend 
of the Saviour. We will bring forth his teſtimony in 
Revel. vii. and chap.14. where the Iſrael of Godare ſealed, 
called in chap. 14. KINGS, PRIESTS and FIRST- 
FRUITS unto God and the Lamb. And after this glorious 
congregation or aſſembly of the firſt- born, we find the 
great multitude, which no man could number out of every 
Nation, and Tribes, and People, and tongues, having their 
white garments, which they had waſhed, and made whrte 
in the Blood of the Lamb. We meet this glorious fulneſs 
in Jſaiab, called the Evangelical Prophet, or Preacher 
of glad tidings in the anvinted King of the Lord God. ch. 
- Xxv. verſe 7, 8. in this mountain ſhall the LORD ot 
HOST'S make unto all People a feaſt of fat things, and 
he will ſwallow up in this mountain the face of the cover- 
ing caſt over all people, and the veil ſpread over all Na- 
tions: He will ſwallow up Death in Victory, and the Lord 
God will wipe away tears from off all faces; for the Lord 
God hath ſpoken it. The fame final victory of Nleſſiah 
meets our view in the Prophet Zephaniah. chap. iii. 8, 

8 9, 
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9. 10. Where the Lord riſes to his prey; (the fleſh and 
its evil works,) where he gathers the Nations and affem- 
bles the Kingdoms, to pour out his indignation, even 
all his fierce anger, for all the earth ſhall be devoured with 
the fire of his Jealouſy. Then will the Lord turn to the 
People (thus devoured by the Holy Spirit, the univerſal 
Baptiſm poured out on all fefb,) a purified Lip, and they 
ſhall ſerve the Lord with one conſent. ( Shoulder.) Thus 
will conclude the victory over death, the laſt Enemy; tne 
abolition of all fleſh, which is the Shame and Nakegneſs of 
our degradation, when white Robes will be given for the 
marriage ſupper, and its happier ſequel. Revel. xix. 5. 19. 
On this ground of reconciling all differences, let all Bi- 
ſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, and every other name of Mi- 
niſter, Paſtor or teacher, ſupport theſe witneſſes, and their 
concurrent teſtimonies to the Name of Jeſus, which-neve 
never turns into any other, though falſe Chriſts and falſe 
prophets, (interpreters) have riſen, as foretold, and deceiv- 
ed many, and if it were poſſible, even the elect. Matt. xxiv 
24. Mark xiii. 22. 2 Theſs. ii. 11. But God has pre- 
ſerved them for his own glory, and for the ſal vation of all 
their deceived brethren, who, by envy, hatred, contempt, 
and perſecution for the goſpel and name of Jeſus, have 
made them worthy of being Heirs and Coheirs of Chriſt 
with God, that is, of being exalted to a Crown and King- 
dom, to put their Enemies and perſecutors to ſhame, ter- 
ror and confuſion, as Joſeph did towards his evil and ma- 
lignant Brethren, ſpeaking rowghly at firſt, before he made 
himſelf known unto them, wept over them, kiſſed them, 
and bade them fit down, and forget all they had done 
againſt him, for it was God and not they, that ſent him 
into Egypt. Gen. xlii. 27.—30. xlv. 5.—8. and l. 15—22. 
| If 
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If the Gene/is of the Geſpel ſhould finiſh in Feſus of Na- 
zareth, ſeparated from his Brethren, as Joſeph was before, 
how marvellous will it be in our eyes, this is the Lord's 
doing? Then we may ſee both Judgment and Mercy 
meet, as in the Apoſtle's view, where he ſhews us, that 
God had, in turn, rejected the Gentiles, while the Jews 
believed under the Law; and again, had caſt off for awhile 
the Jews as a Nation or People, when the Gentiles be- 
lieved; that he had ſhut them up both in unbelief, that he 
might have mercy upon all, through the ff fruits and the 
firlt-born, conſtituting the Lord's lot, the 1/rael of God, 
for manifeſtations of Grace and mercy to all People, and 
Nations. Rom. xi. 16. and ver. 25, 26, and ver, 32, to 
the end. To conclude with one melancholy truth, 
every community of Chriſtians, when it has got 
the civil power on its fide, is apt to affect do- 
minion, and call herfelf Queen and Miſtreſs over 
others. This is as true in Scotland, as in England, 
though no eſtabliſhment at preſent equals this laft in 
the ſpirit of moderation towards thoſe, who diſſent, ra- 
ther from the external polity, than the internal doctrines, 
which in both bear one face. The prophets under the 
Law charge the lies, deluſions and corruptions of the 
MAoſaical Inſtitutes to the prieſthood. And who ſpoil 
and deface the Goſpel, but the teachers, who are the 
falſe prophets, or interpreters of the word? Yet did the 
prieſts, under the law, produce the witneſs of divine meſ- 
ſengers againſt their own order, which ſingle circum- 
ſtance from an eſtabliſhed Hierarchy is ſuch a proof of 
their integrity in this reſpect, as no man can bring a pa- 


rallel among any other prieſthood in the world. Will 
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the Mufties, Popes, Cardinals, Prelates, or the Jeſuits, 
publiſh writings againſt their own order and character ? 
It may not be improper in this place to obviate an objec- 
tion caſt upon Moſes, as a favourer of prieſt-craf?, and 
ſacerdotal power, which Lord Bolingbroke, with others, is 
continually infinuating. Moſes, fay his enemies, drew the 
plan of his prieſthood from Egypt, with whoſe wiſdom 
and polity in Church and ſtate, he was acquainted from 
his early years. Why then did he not make the Sons of 
Aaron and the Levites, Lords, and Proprietors of all the 
Land, or at leaſt of ſuch a capital part, as he knew ſuf- 
ficient to maintain an invincible ſuperiority and dominion, 
which by politicians is allowed to depend principally on 
propriety in land ? as that great and good man, Harring- 
ton, has ſhewn. Can all hiſtory produce a national 
prieſthood fo early, and formed under a prieſt, as Moſes 
was, which had not eſtates and demains of this ſort ? 
Whatever was the maintenance by the Law, their code 
of civil and ſacred duties and obligations, they might have 
claimed for their own, Jure Herili, and not as depen- 
dents and ſervants to the accidental honeſty, or good 
will of the people, whom he rebukes for their obſtinacy 
and diſobedience to their faces. This writer has many 
centuries of errors ſimilar to this, and contrary to the 
experience of hiſtory, which is one of his great teſts of 
truth, | | 
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SIGNS of TIMES iy the DAY, 


HE fix days of the Maſaic Creation, 6000 Years : 
1 This computation is confirmed by a ſecond witneſs, 
Ezekiel, in his fix working days. chap. xlvi. 1. divided 
by 2000 years before the Law; 2000 under the law; and 
2000 under the Goſpel, | 
SIGNS of TIMES by the MoxTn or Moox. 


Six months by 30 days to each month, neither ſolar nor 
lunar time, make 120 days. 120 days by Jubilees are” 
6000 years, 

SIGNS F TIME by the YEAR, 


The 120 Years the Lord declared to Noah, before he 
ceaſeth to ſtrive with fleſh, or put an end to this enmity, 
by Jubilees make 6000 years. This time was never man's 
natural life, neither before, nor after the flood. 


Second SIGN of TIME by the YEAR. 


Moſes lived 120 Years. He is the ſervant of the miniſ- 


tration of Death and condemnation, in the words of Paul, 
His 
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His years make 6000 by the Jubilee, the great year of the 
Lord: Here the law of death dies, and Joſhua or IEsus, 
who is the law of life and righteouſneſs, ſucceeds, To 
this let the 120 days of the purification of the Women be 
added; theſe. days by the Jubilee amount to 6000 Years; 
Then will be the great cleanſing from the bloods of death, 
as ſpoken by Iſaiah, chap. iv. 4, 5. there will be no more 
corruptible fleſh, therefore no more death; for mortality 
will be ſwallowed up in life, by the white rayment, or the 
bedy of glory. ; | 
Time moves now near the end of 116th Year of Moſes's 
Life, and near the end of 116th Day of the Woman's 
purification, 


Signs of Time in the 120 Prieſts with Trumpets, at the 
Dedication of Solomon's Temple, 


One hundred and twenty Prieſts blowing 120 Trum- 
pets of the Jubilee, are 6000 years. Theſe are anſwered 
by the 120 Diſciples, at the feaſt of Penteco/t; on whom 
the Holy Spirit fell in the redeeming blood and preſerving 
fire of everlaſting life: this was the end of the feaſt of 
weeks, or the finiſhing of the /Yheat Harveſt, with the 
eighth day as the crown over all.—Here the /heaf of the 
fir/t-fruits, and the end of an harvgſt, meet together on the 


fiſtieth day. 
SIGNS Time by the EvExiNG. 


Zechariah's Prophecy of the flowing of living waters 
is limited to the Evening. © It ſhall be one Day; not 
Day nor Night, but at Evening time it fhall be light.” 
chap. xiv. 7. | 

No 
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No Evening remains, but this of the ſixth day. The 
Hebrews had two Evenings : the firſt from twelve to three; 
the ſecond from three to ſix; when the Temple was ſhut, 
and it was called night. 

Between the Evenings the Paſchal Lamb was to be 
killed. 

Seven hundred and fifty years out of one Thouſand of 
this laſt day, carry us to three o'clock, the beginning of 
the /econd Evening. About the Year 1755, the Church 
paſſed into the ſecond Evening. The Heavens are yet 
ſhut from rain, and were to be ſo during 1260 Days, a 
Day for a Year, and the two witneſſes are ſtill in ſack- 
cloth, and in the H/ilderneſs. Somewhere in this laſt 
Evening, the Heavens muſt open, and the living Waters 
flow.—Elyah ſhut the Heavens, that it rained not for 
three Years and fix Months: the 1260 Days make ex- 
actly this time; and by Years for each day, make 1260 
Years. The opening of the Heavens for Rain, or the 
plentiful effuſion of the Hely Spirit, often compared to 
Living Waters, will fall in this Evening; for certainly that 
happy time is not yet arrived. 


Secomi Sign of Time, from the flowing of the Mater and Bld 
out of the ſide of the BLESSED JESUS, in the SECOND 
Evening of the ſixth day of the Week, on which he was 
Crucified. 


Our Lord expired at the ninth Hour, or three o'clock. 
750 Years bring the Church td the ninth Hour by twelve 
Hours to the day, mentioned by our Lord, alluding to the 
Temple ſervice, and to the Hebrew day: Hence the ſhed- 
ding of his Water and Blood, ſo exultingly ſpoken of, by 


the beloved John, and by him only, muſt have been in the 
ſecond 
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fecond Evening.,—I am led to believe, that it was about 
three quarters, or nearly ſo, of an Hour, that he was pierc- 
ed. This time will contain nearly 63 Years, from 250 
Years, the remainder of the fourth part of a thouſand. 
750 Years, with 63 added, will be 1813. The reaſon for 
this I aſſign: Jacob ſtole the right to the double Portion 
of the fir/t-born, as ſuppoſed about the Year 1805, before 
Chrift. Paul fixes a time for the converted Gentiles to 
run for this High Prize, while the Jews are ſhut out from 
that Privilege by their unbelief. The parallel of time 
will then be found at the Year 1805, or nearly ſuch, 
from Chriſt. Then the Election will be full, from the 
Jews, firſt before, and the Gentiles, ſince: thus both 
portions of this glorious Lot will be ſecured by the ſove- 
reign will of God, as a potter over his clay, for the ſal- 
vation of all the reſt. "The ſecond reaſon for the time aſ- 
fumed, is drawn from the ſecond. going down of Jacob in- 
to Egypt, in 1806. Under this gypical head of all the 
Firfl»born, the Egyptians were bleſſed by this patriarch, 
and bis ſon, Joſeph. 

The Egyptians mourned for Jacob 70 Days: theſe days 
meaſured by Jubilee, make 3500 Years. Meaſured from 
his return into Egypt in 1806. before Chriſt, and down 
from Chrift, the ſpiritual Head of all the Firſt-born; this 
large tract of time expires in 1799. One year only ſhort 
of the 70 Jubilees. —Meaſure theſe 70 days by the Jubi- 
lee from this patriarch's dcath, by the years preceding our 
Lord, reckoned by ſome 1689, and by others 1694, down 
to the year 1805 of Chriſt; the time for running the race 
for this blefled prerogative, the difference of time is very 
little in ſo long a period; and perhaps exactly equal, if 
chronology could be fixed with accuracy. Both periods 
tall into the ſecond evening of this {:xth day, or Chiliad. 

| | Egypt 
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Egypt, by John, is ſpiritually called the great city; and 
Ggnifies the great body of all Gentile nations, ſhut out 
from the knowledge of the Covenant of the promiſed ſeed, 
Jesus CuRIST, for 3500 years; in whom however they 
mult be ultimately bleſſed, according to many teſtimonies 
of ſacred writ. 

The bleſſings hitherto denied by almoſt all teachers, 
will be revealed, I doubt not, between this time and the 
year 1805; and preached to all nations, and people, and 
languages, and tongues. Rev. xiv. 1—5. | 

Let theſe coincidences and correſpondencies of Time, 
by Days, Months, Years, and by the Evening or part 
of a Day, be impartially conſidered. Few can believe 
them fortuitous, or undeſigned. | write to the ſerious, to 
to the meek and humble in heart: Let ſuch reflect, and 
be yet more ſerious, more humble, more loving and mer- 
ciful, Let the unbelievers (a) continue their mockery 
and deriſion: For ſo moſt of them will continue, and re- 
ceive the juſt proportion of divine wrath, in the ſecond 
death, expreflly aſſigned among other hardened ſinners, for 
ſuch inflamed ingratitude, daring Profaneneſs, and per- 
ſevering impiety towards the goodneſs and mercy of God 
in JESUs CHRIST, 


(a) Revel. xxl. 8. 
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WILL here ſubjoin Chri/topher Love's Prophecy, 

which fell into my hands about 1755; juſt, I think, 
after the great Earthquake at Liſbon, when I was mini- | 
ſter of St. Philip's, Charles Town, South Carolina. It was 
found in a ſailor's cheſt, who died in the workhouſe; and 
it ſeemed to be old, and much worn.— The charges againſt 
Mr. Love may be ſeen in the State Trials. He was be- 
headed by Oliver Cromwell, on Tower-hill, in 1651, aged 
33. He ſays, that he took it out of Ferom:'s Works, which 
I never could find, after much ſearch, in any part of his 
writings. As it firſt awakened my attention to the ſigns 
of Times in the Numbers ſcattered in the Prophets, and 
in the Revelation; and as it is a matter of ſome curioſity, 
I will give it according to the copy, which the then chict 
Juſtice of the province put into my hands. It has been 
reprinted more than once, by altering the dates, ſo as to 
end in the year 1792; for what purpoſe, except the Prin- 
ter's profit, I know not. The prophecy in his own expreſ- 
fions runs thus: 

« 'T he Prophecy of Fehoram (Jerome) copied off, as it is 
written on Seth's Pillar in Damaſcus : which pillar is ſaid 
to have ſtood from before the Flood, and was built by Seth, 

the 


the ſon of Adam, and written by Enoch, the prophet. 
Likewiſe the holy precepts, whereby the patriarchs walk- 
ed before the Law was given by Moſes; and which were 
alſo engraven on the faid pillar, whereof many Jews have 
copies in their own language, written on parchment, and 
engraven on braſs and copper; but the alteration of the 
dates makes them to ſtagger; not knowing, that the Dates 
- were to be altered by the birth of Chriſt, 

Firſt, This prophecy is entitled, A. hort Mort of the 
Lord, in the latter age of the world. 

Great Earthquakes and Commotions by Sea and Land, 
in the Year of our God, 1756. 

Great Wars in Germany and America, 1757. 

The Anger of God againſt the wicked in the Year 
1758. 

The Deſtruction of Popery, or Balylan's full, 1759. 

God will be known by many in the Year 1760, And 
this will produce a great Man, 

The Stars will wander, and the Moon turn as Blood, 
in 1761. | 

Aſia, Africa and America will tremble, in 1762. 

A great earthquake over the World, in 1763. 

God will be univerſally known by all: Then general 
Reformation and peace for ever; when People ſhall learn 
War no more: Happy is the Man that ſhall live to ſee 
this day. 

I ſhall obſerve, that Popery is his own conception of 
Babylon the church of Rome, tho? the moſt corrupt and 
abominable, does not contain a tenth part of the people, 
nations, languages and tongues. Such a narrow view 
will always be received by the miſguided multitude, whe- 
ther from a Calvini/t, a Lutheran, or a Biſhop Hurd. 


In 
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In another place, Mr. Love bears witneſs to a perſon 
who is to convert the Jews: Out of thee, O England! 
ſhall ariſe a bright ſtar, whoſe light and voice ſhall make 
the Heathen to quake, and knock under with ſubmiſſion 
to the Goſpel of Jeſus: He ſhall be like a fon of thunder 
in the cars of the wicked, and as a lantern to the Jews, 
to lead them to the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, the only 
Son of God, and true Meſſiah, whom they ſo long miſ- 
truſted, As to this laſt part, no place more probable can 
be found for this Converſion, when Chriſtianity ſhall be 
fully tolerated, I mean when all penalties ſhall be taken 
away, and all Church-power ſhall be annihilated, but 
that of excluding perſons, openly profane and wicked, 
from Chriſtian Societies; which has not been the caſe 
from the Nicene council to this day. If God intends to 
gather a remnant of this people into the lot of the f- 
born, I am perſuaded, that it will never be by an Athan- 
aſian, or even a Nicene creed: But by proving Chrift to 
be the Son of man ( Bar Enaſb) of Dan. vii. 13. Separated 
from the ſame woman, whom John reveals as his wonder 
(to Semeion) or wonderful event, the ſon, the male, taken 
up to the throne of God, or the Ancient of Days, from 
many ages paſt. Micah v. I. 

As I propoſe a full enquiry into the ſubje& of the ſced 
of the woman revealed unto John, in Revel. xii. 5. as the 
Son, the man or male; and to Daniel, chap. vii. 13. as 
the Sen of Man brought in the clouds of heaven to the 
throne of the Ancient of Days; ſo I will produce a 
chain of proofs from ſacred writ, which confirm and eſta- 
bliſh the aſſumption or adoption of this Son to the throne 
of this Maſt High God. 

I ſhall not produce at this time all the paſſages reſpect- 
ing this truth, which are to be found in the ſcriptures; 

but 


but ſhall bring forward the moſt principal texts concern- 
ing this wonderful event, or ſeparation of one Son before 
the tranſgreſſion of Adam. In a larger tract, hereafter to 
be publiſhed, I fhall examine every paſſage in the Old and 
New Teſtament, relating to this ſubject, and ſhall ſhew 
the conſent and harmony of the ancient Jewiſh church 
with that of the Chriſtian church, in reſpec to this im- 
portant truth, till the Nicene council took away the li- 
berty of propheſying; that is, of interpreting or explain- 
ing Scripture by Scripture, and not by the creeds, canons, 
or decrees of factious councils, ſo unworthy of that au- 
thority and dominion which they uſurped over the faith of 
believers. The firſt council under imperial power en- 
deavoured to introduce one of the great marks the apoſtle 
Paul mentions of Antichri/t ; namely, forbidding to marry, 
which he not only permitted to biſhops and deacons, but 
ſeems rather to exhort them to it. The fifth general 
council, in the year 553, was ſo infamous in the opinion 
of the firſt Reformers, that they entirely rejected its au- 
thority and canons: Happy had it been for the peace and 
union of the Church, had they rejected every preceding 
council, to the firit of Mice, and like our noble Beræans, 
Chillingworth and Hales, had appealed to the Scriptures 
only. 


Paſſages 
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Paſſages proving the SEPARATION and ASSUMPTION 
of the ONE SEED of the Woman, the Son, 
the Mal, to the ThRoneE of GOD, the 
AxcienT of Dars. 


—— 


Rev. xii. 1—5. 


HERE appeared a great wonder in Heaven, a Woman 

clathed with the Sun, and the Moon under her 

feet, and upon her head, a crown of twelve Stars; and ſhe 

being with child, cried, travailing in birth, and pained to 

be delivered; and ſhe brought forth a Son, the male, who 

was to rule all nations with a rod of iron; and her child 
was caught up unto God, and to his throne. 

Gen. iii. 15. I will put camity between thee, and the 
Woman; and between thy ſeed and her ſeed; it ſhall bruiſe 
thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe h7s heel. 

Dan. vii. 13, 14. I faw in the night Viſions, and 
behold one as the Sn of Man (Bar Enaſb) coming in 
the clouds of Heaven, and he came to the ANCIENT 
of DAYS, and they brought him near before him; and 
there was given to him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, 
that all people, nations, and languages ſhould ſerve him: 
His dominion is an everlaſting dominion, (in Hebrew the 
dominion of an age) which ſhall not paſs away, and his 
kingdom, that which ſhall not be deſtroyed. 

Pſalm ii. 610, I have anointed my King upon Zion, 


the mountain of my holineſs, I will declare the decree, the 
Lord 
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Lord hath faid unto me, Thou art my ſon, to-day have I be- 
gotten thee, Alk of me, and I will give the nations for 
thine inheritance; and for thy poſſeſſion, the ends of the earth. 
Thou ſhalt bruiſe them with a red of iron; as a poeiter's 
veſſel, thou ſhalt break them to picces. 

Heb. v. 4, 5- No man taketh this honzur unto himſelf, 
but he that is called of God, as Aaron was: fo allo, the 
Chriſt glorified not himſelf, to be made an high-prieft ; but 
he that ſaid unto him, Thou art my ſon, this day have 1 
begotten thee. 

Iſai. ix. 6, 7. To us the child is born, the Son is given 
to us; and the government ſhall be upon his ſhoulders, and 
his name ſhall be called wonderful, the councellor, a ſtrong 
God, the Father of the age, (gned) the prince of peace, of 
the increaſe of his dominion, and of peace, there ſhall be no 
end; upon the throne of David, and upon His kingdom, to 
eſtabliſh it, and to confirm it from this time to the age : 
the zeal of the Lord of Hes ſhall do this. 

Heb. xiii. 8. JEsus CHRIST, the ſame, Yeſterday, To- 
day, and for the Ages. 

Heb. i. 1, 2. God hath in theſe 4% days ſpoken to us 
by the Sox, whom he hath made heir F all things, for, 
and by whom he made the worlds. (Ages in the Greek.) 

Micah v. 2. And thou, O Bethlehem Ephrata, though 
thou art little among the thouſands of Fudah ; yet from 
thee ſhall come forth the Ruler in 1/rae!, whoſe goings 
forth have been from eld time, from the days of the age. 
Thus the Septuagint tranſlates it with propricty. 

Pſalm viii. 5. What is man? (Eno) or the Son of 
Man ( Adam) that thou viſiteſt him ? 

Pfalm Ixxx. 15, 17. The branch, which thy right hand 


planted ; and e San, whom thou madeſt „rang for thyſelf. 
Let 
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Let thy hand be upon the man ( Aiſp) of thy right hand; 
upon the Son of Man, whom thou madeſt ſtrong for thy- 
ſelf. 

Ezek. i. 26. And over the firmament, and over their 
head, the likeneſs of the ſaphire ſtone, the form of a throne; 
and upon the form of the throne as the aſpect, or /i#eneſs 
of a man above. 

Exod. xxiii. 20, 21. Behold, I ſend an angel before 
thee, to keep thee in the way: Beware of him, and pro- 
voke him not, for my name is in him. 

Exod. xvi. 10. The glory of the Lord appeared in a 
cloud. | 

John vi. 62. What if ye ſhall ſee the Son of the man 
aſcending, where he was before ? 

John iii. 13. No one has aſcended into heaven, but he 
that came down from heaven, even the Son of the man, who 
is in heaven, 

Matt. xi. 27. All things are given to me by my Father, 
and no one knoweth the fon, but the Father; neither know- 
eth any one the Father, fave the Son, and he, to whom the 
Con willeth to reveal him. | 

John xvii. 5. And now, glorify me, O Father, with 
thyſelf, with the g/ery which I had with thee before the 
world. 

Verſe 24. I defire, Father, thoſe whom thou haſt given 
to me, may be where I am; that they may ſee my glory 
which thou gave/? me, for thou lovedſt me before the foun- 
dation of the world. | 

Rev. i. 7. Behold, he cometh with clouds, and every eye 
ſhall ſee him, and they who prerced him, and all the tribes 
of the earth ſhall wail becauſe of him. 

Matt. xxvi. 64. Verily I fay unto you, from henceforth 
you ſhall ſee the Son of the Man fitting on the right hand 
of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven, 


Luke 


Luke xxi. 27. They ſhall ſee the Son of the Man com- 
ing in a cloud. with power and great glory. | 

Luke ix. 26. When the Son of the Man cometh in his 
own glory, even in the glory of the Father, and with his 
holy angels. | | 

Ezek. xxx. 3. The Day is near, the Day of the Lord 
is near. The day of a cloud, it ſhall be the Time of the 


Nations. 
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LETTER ON WAR, 
Dl 
THE RIGHT OF MAN TO KILL MAN, 
UNDER THE PECULIAR 


LEGISLATION OF JESUS CHRIST. 


— 
— 


Dear FRIEND, 

| S from the reaſons aſſigned by me, in anſwer to 
your doubts and queſtions, you were induced to 
reſign a commiſſion in the army, you have a juſt claim to 
all the ſatisfaction I can give you on this ſubject. But 
before I begin to confirm the arguments advanced, I con- 
gratulate you on the happy return of peace to your mind ; 
which you inform me, now ſpreads its gentle light, in- 
ſtead of the darkneſs and clouds of uneaſineſs and fear, 
which before hung over it, and filled it with painful ap- 
prehenſions. You have concurred with me, that whatever 
is not of faith is fin, as the apoſtle means, has the nature of 
a ſinful act; and that a perſon may not do any thing of a 
moral tendency, the lawfulneſs of which he doubts in his 
own mind. —On this ground I will divide my arguments 
into poſitive declarations, and into doubtful ſuſpicions of a 
truth.— In the firſt inſtance, wherein the great teacher, 
Lawgiver and Saviour of men, gave any teflon in a point 

| of 
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of high conſequence to the world, or that part of it, which 
admitted his authority; it is as poſitive and clear againſt 
the uſe of the ſword, as any part of his ſermon on the mount. 
Put up thy ſword into the ſheath ; for all that take the 
ſword, ſhall periſh by the ſword.” Matt. xxvi. 52. We 
muſt perceive in this place, an injunction to ſheathe the 
ſword, and a denunciation of evil in the law of retaliation, 
to be certainly inflicted on the tranſgreſſors of this com- 
mand, The uſual ſubterfuge from this law is as falſe, as it 
is contradictory to the whole tenor of the goſpel : to re- 
ſtrict this command to the ſword not to be uſed to defend, 
or force religion on the world, is the ſame abſurdity as to 
give power to ſtrike with the left hand, and prohibit it to 
the right. Our Lord made no diſtinction; and it is a juſt 
obſervation of our great Bacon,(a) that the words and com- 
mands of Chriſt are extenſive, and reach to every age and 
condition, where the goſpel ſhould be preached. Our 
Lawgiver who knew what it was in man, muſt foreſee, 
that under colour and pretence of worldly policy and earth- 
ly wiſdom, the ſword would never reſt, but be always 
drawn: therefore he ſpeaks this precept to his peculiar 
people, gathering and to be gathered from a part of many 
nations, but never deſigned it to be the world, or even 
any nation in general, but a few collected and ſeparated 
under his particular laws and theocracy, as the Jews were 
divided from all the nations of the earth before; as Paul 
ſpeaks, we are in the world, but not of the world.(b) And 
this precept is the fame in its end, as pronouncing, 
« Bleſſed are the peace-maters, for they ſhall be called the 
children of God.“ Matt. v. 9.—If this precept ſtood alone, 
and was not ſupported by others ſimilar, as well as by the 


(a) Bacon's Works, vol, I. 266. Shaw's Edition. (6) 1 Cor. 5. 10. 
whole 


68 ; A LETTER ON WAR, 


whole ſpirit and example of our Lord's life and actions; 
and with his deſign of his coming into the world, to recon- 
cile all things, and all men unto God, and to one another; 
it would even then carry as much authority as any com- 
mand, unleſs we will ſay, that a law is not binding, except 
it be frequently repeated in the Code of Legiſlation, —But 
we find it ſupported by other declarations, both in the Old 
and New Teſtament in Gen. ix. 6. Whoſoever ſheddeth 
man's blood; by man ſhall his blood be ſhed. . In John 
Revel. xiii. 10. The judgment is meted out by the ſame 
meaſure done. © He that leadeth into captivity, ſhall 
go into captivity; and he that killeth by the ſword, 
ſhall be killed by the ſword.” This relates to captives, 
and the ſlain in war. Therefore the apoſtle ſays, “Here 
is the faith and patience of the Saints;” meaning to 
ſuffer theſe evils, rather than to do them to others. —T he 
law of retaliation, we find, ever preſcribed, and moſtly ex- 
ecuted by the divine hands, under the Jewiſh ceconomy, 
The ſame is denounced under the goſpel. You juitly ob- 
ſerve, how is it poſſible for a profeſſion, which has blood 
or death for its end, to be lawful for the ſubjects of Chriſt's 
kingdom, (which is not, nor ever was of this world or cre- 
ation,) when it muſt prevent the diſcharge of one of the 
peculiar and charaeriftic diſtinctions of his legiſlation, as 
our King, and in that relation, our Judge too; I mean that 
ſeparation, that partition-wall of forgiving-injuries, of 
praying for our enemies, and of dbing good for evil? What 
mind will not with Rouſſeau, (a) Muralt, Eraſmus, Penn, 
and others, aver, that the military profeſſion is incompati- 
ble with the character of a ſubje& and ſoldier of Jeſus 


(a) Author of The Philoſopher, the greateſt Cheat, Divine Inftint, and 
other excellent works. . 
| ' Chriſt 
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Chriſt. © He that hateti his brother, is a murderer ;” ſays 
the apoſtle John. What evaſion can be made to the ſpirit 
of theſe words, but what will efface the force of every fa- 
cred command, and ſolemn truth? For as holy writ includes 
all believers in Chriſt as brethren ; and even unbelievers as 
the future ſubjects of his heavenly kingdom, in a lower 
order and lot, or Paul is miſtaken, Rom. ii. 32. We can- 
not hate any one without breach of duty, and deſpiſing 
the authority of the legiſlator. Let common ſenſe, (which 
reaſons and decides often better than learned profeſſors, ) 
judge what temper and diſpoſition a ſoldier muſt cheriſh, 
who is ready to drive his ſword into the bowels of any man, 
profeſſing the ſame belief, and equally bound to obey the 
precepts of the ſame Lord and King? is it not hypocriſy, a 
mocking of God to admit, that we are bound to forgive 
injuries, and to pray with that declaration, that we have 
forgiven others ; to give thanks for all men, becauſe God 
willeth them to be ſaved; and yet at any time to have feet 
ſwift to ſhed blood, and hands armed with weapons of 
vengeance and deſtruction? Our Lord has not divided 
one man into two; nor formed two conſciences, and two 
tables of duty; one for the citizen and member of a parti- 
cular ſtate or kingdom, and another for the citizen and 
member of his kingdom, or heaven. — Theſe ſubterfuges 
have been invented by political prieſts, and kings and 
ſtateſmen, their maſters. But ſuch artificial diſtinctions 
will not juſtify, but more condemn the believer, becauſe 
he cannot put off the man without putting off the chriſtian 
character; nor the chriſtian without the man. Jeſus 
Chriſt who gives laws to kings as well as their ſubjects, 
being the preſent Lord and future judge, makes mention 
of no country or kingdom but heaven; of no laws, but- 

his 
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his own for his peculiar ſubjects, which excel all civil and 
political law; for theſe are ſatisfied by negative goodneſs 
of doing no wrong to man, but his laws command poſi- 
tive goodneſs, and beyond it, to do good for evil, to ſuſtain 
and forgive injuries, which Bacon ſays, is beyond nature's 
ſtrength; and we may readily believe it. We haye no 
enemy ſo ſtrong as our own corrupt ſelf, and all the works 
of the fleſh, in the long train of that evil family, the apoſtle 
gives in Gal. v. 19—21. (4) This is the genealogy of the 
old Adam; this is the enemy we are to combat, and ſtrive 
to conquer : other warfare there is none; and other wea- 
pon than the ſpirit, to mortify this Se/f, the Man of Sin 
in us, not out of us, or in a diſtant country, the goſpel 
gives not to the ſubjects of the Lord—it is but too true, 
that the goſpel, like Janus, has long borne a double face 
by the art and addreſs of a worldly prieſthood, yet the 
doctrine has no ground to ſtand upon, and annihilates the 
new laws of the Lord in the whole code, proclaimed on 
the mount, at one ſtroke. A Chriſtian ſoldier in time of 
peace is like a butcher, wetting his knife to kill to-morrow. 
In time of war it is impoſſible to fight, without enmity, 
hatred, rage, and all the violent paſſions of a diſturbed and 
furious heart. The laſt moments of ſuch a life are the 
motions of a ſoul in hoſtility againſt his fellow-creature ; 
and if a believer, againſt his brother, while in the bitterneſs of 


(a) It would exerciſe all the ingenuity of the colleges of heraldry to ſettle 
the rank and precedence, the titles and diſtinctions of this numerous progeny 
from the fruitful womb of fleſh and blood. With regard to the offspring of 
the Spirit, © love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, 
meekneſs, temperance z”* they are too ignoble to challenge titles and honours 
in the kingdoms of this world, and muſt wait for diſt inction and pre-eminence 


of life and immertality in the eternal kingdom of Feſu. 


his 
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his dying pains, his laſt breath muſt cloſe as Virgil deſcribes 
the furious Turnus. 
Vitaque cum gemitu fugit indignata ſub umbras. 


Stateſmen, as Grotius frequently obſerves, have ever a 
caſuiſtry ready to evade all moral obligation, and to extin- 
guiſh the force of ſentiments, which other men feel and 
own. I ſpeak not, my friend, to them; I leave them to 
the hand of that almighty power, which will treat theſe 
ſpecious deceivers, theſe magnificent worms, ſuitably to 
that mockery, they have ever made of the awful legiſlation 
of the KiNG of Kings, and the Lorp of Lox DS. I ſpeak 
to men, I would ſpeak to believers, who have not ſealed 
their eyes, nor ſtopped their ears againſt the voice of truth, 
by the faſcinating influence of men in high places, whom 
ſacred writ deſcribes as the ſteady enemies of the pure and 
uncorrupt commands of God; and who are marked out for 
a more ſeyere proportion and meaſure of judgment, which 
divine juſtice will adminiſter in the day, not the eternity, 
of wrath, for that is the lie of prieſts. Mercy will ſoon 
pardon the meane/?; but mighty men ſhall be mightily tor- 
mented; for a ſharp judgment ſhall be to them that be in 
high places. For he who is over all, ſhall fear no man's 
perſon, neither ſhall he ſtand in awe of any man's great- 
neſs. Wiſd. vi. 5, 6, 7. and as if theſe mighty men and chief 
captains were pointed out in an eſpecial manner, it is re- 
peated in Revel. vi. 15. and the profeſſion itſelf marked in 
that awful day of the wrath of the Lamb. Can this be 
wondered at, when we reflect what dreadful havock and 
wide deſolations this falſe and delufive ſpirit of military 
glory ſpreads in this earth? How diſſonant and oppoſite to 
the divine goodneſs; when it may be faid, why boaſteſt 
thou thyſelf, thou tyrant, that thou can't do miſchief, 

| whereas 
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whereas the goodneſs of God endureth daily?” In this 
view, let it not ſeem ſtrange, that a profeſſion ſo favoured, 
exalted and glorified by chriſtian nations, and their rulers; 
yet ſo deſtructive and miſchievous, ſhould be ſo ſtrongly 
marked for the greater diſpleaſure and ſharper judgment of 
the Lord over all kingdoms. What is the hiſtory of man- 
kind, ſays the humane J/la/ton, but pages ſtained with 
war and carnage ? Ought the hiſtory of nations, profeſſing 
at leaſt the doctrines of the Prince of Peace, and the pro- 
pitiation for the ſins of the whole world, ſtill to be watered 
with blood? Surely not, whatever the baſe, unfeeling hearts 
of ſtateſmen, or an army of prieſts of their manufacturing 
may affirm; for theſe laſt are in all kingdoms mere echoes 
to the pride, ambition, and luſt of power in kings, and 
great men, inſtead of conſtant and ſteady preachers of the 
daily croſs,and the laws of their great maſter, which all ranks 
and orders of men, emperors and kings, are as much called 
to take up, and obey as their meaneſt ſubjects, or ſlaves un- 
der their dominion. When the univerſal monarch at Rome, 
the church-tyrant over minds and bodies of millions of 
ſlaves, firſt took the ſword to defend and avenge the cauſe 
of religion, he deluged the world with the blood of heretics, 
moſt of them, the true diſciples of the Lord ; and the prieſts 
and miniſters of the half-#eformed faith, have been as ready 
to blow the trumpets of wars, and to contradict and annul 
one of the firſt beatitudes, and one principal characte- 
riſtic of the new Covenant or Teſtament, ratified by the 
| blood of the Lamb, (a) not of a Dragon: © Bleſſed are the 


peace- 


(a) Mr. G'bbon who thought nothing great or excellent, but the ſplendor of 
palaces, and growing empires, reproaches the chriſtians of the firſt centuries, 
becauſe they would not take the ſword of barbarian Romans, againſt barba« 
rian Goths, Vandd'; and Hun. They knew their duty to their Lord; they 
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peace-makers, for they ſhall be called the children of Gad.“ 
Let them produce their proofs, that any nation, kingdom 
or people, have a right to divine protection, excluſive of 
other nations, by the Chriſtian religion: Let them ſhew 
any theocracy, or peculiar government, (as under the law, 
and among the people of Abraham's ſeed) promiſed to any 
nation as ſuch, under the goſpel: Let them bring forward 
any ſucceſs in wars, religious or political; by which the 
divine interpoſition can be clearly diſcerned, and any one 
can produce as much evidence, that God has eſtabliſhed 
Popery, the baſeſt corruption of the pureſt religion, and 
Mahometiſm, the introduction of a new and moſt debaſing 
impoſture, by giving to the ſword of both ſuch a long ſuc- 
ceſs and laſting eftabliſhment, going forth near each other; 
and we hope, preparing to fall together ſoon, The hands 
of prieſts have been as much ſtained with blood, as the 
hands of other tyrants and deſtroyers of mankind. Alas 
we muſt ſay of both, as Pope has led the way. | 


Mo firſt taught ſouls enſlav'd, and realms undone, 

Th* enormous faith of millions made for one; 

Farce firſt made conqut}t, and that conqueſt law, 

Till ſuperſtition taught the tyrant. awe; > 
Den ſbar'd the tyranny, then lent its aid, 

And Gods of conquerors, Slaves of ſubjets made. 


e 


underſtood their character, as a peculiar people, called to obey a legiſlation of 
peace, prayer and thankſgiving for all men, even their perſecutors and mur - 
derers. Religion was not then deſtroyed by becoming that of a whole nation and 
kingdom: as for the reproaches on the firſt Socinians, Anabaptiſts, Quakers, 
and others, let truth be embraced wherever it be found. This celebrated 
hiſtorian, according to the pride of his heart, never ſaw an object more deſpi- 
cable in his eyes, than Jeſus Chriſt on the croſs, dyi 8 for his enemies. The 
learned may ſee in Suiceri Theſaur. Eccleſiaſt. and ia the Catena Patrum, what 
different ſentiments the earlier writers had of war, as inconſiſtent with the 
name, office, and character of a Segu/lah, or peculiar people, gathering out of 
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The familiar introduction of the Almighty as the ally, and 
religion as his cauſe, reminds me of a juſt ſarcaſm from an 
infidel in the laſt war in Germany, where all religions 
were claiming God for their general. On which ſide the 
Chriſtian's God had declared this week? Whether the 
Greek church had ſung Te Deum for a victory gained by 
the Ruſſians? or whether the Romiſh church had opened 
the mouths of a hundred thouſand monks, prieſts, biſhops 
and cardinals, in thanks to heaven for aſſiſting the Auſtri- 
ans to laughter their enemies? whether the Lutherans 
were next to enjoy the good will of this mutable deity, a 
religious proteus, the next battle, and water the earth with 
the blood of Pruſſian Calviniſts? or whether the Engliſh, 
(a mixture of many modes) were to make heaven echo 
with the thunder of cannon, the hymns and incenſe of 
theſe martial ſaints, for having bathed their feet in the 
blood of the Popiſh French, and Lutheran Saxons ? I could 
only reply, the Chriſtian religion is only to be learned from 
its great founder, not from the ſchools of ſtate-policy, or 
the ſyſtem of churchiſm, ſurnamed Chriſtianiſm, which 
every kingdom has formed, and deformed for itſelf. Your 
laſt ſentiment of taking the communion before the expec- 
tation of a battle the next day, ſtrikes, not only with ſor- 
row, but with horror : it reſembles that dreadful hypocriſy 
of duelliſts, who ſhake hands firſt, then drive their ſword 
into the bowels of their adverſary. It has, however, 
aſtoniſhed me much, to find ſuch a moraliſt, as Sir Richard 
Steele, attempting ſuch a palliation and ſoftening for the 
dreadful ſcenes of war, even in his Chriſtian hero in the 
preface. To profeſs arms is to profeſs being ready to die 
for others; nor is it an ordinary ſtruggle between reaſon, 
all nations, but not any nation or kingdom in particular, as the Jewiſh 
Theocracy before was. This diſtinction was loſt under Conflantine and his 

ſucceſſors. Religion corrupted the fare, and the ſtate, religion. 3 
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ſenſe, and paſſion, that can raiſe men to a calm and ready 
negligence of life, and animate them to aſſault without 

fear, purſue without cruelty, and fab without Hatred?“ if 
this be not a military /torciſm that never can be practiſed, I 
know not what contradictions may not be reconciled, Let 
his own words confute himſelf, “By men of wit, and of 
faculties above us, we find truth diſcoloured to us, and 
things in their own nature of a dart and horrid aſpect, 
wrapt up in fo bright a diſguiſe, that they have ſtamped a 

kind of praiſe and gallantry on ſome vices, and half per- 

ſuaded us, that a whore may be ſtill a beauty, and an adul- 
terer no villain,” Surely this writer muff have acted a 
part, which he blames in others. He muſt have forgot the 
captain of our ſalvation, and the ways and weapons of his 

warfare. In p. 63, he ſays, What heart can conceive ? 

what tongue utter the ſequel? Who is that yonder buf- 

feted, mocked and ſpurned? Whom do they drag like a 

felon? Whether do they carry my Lord, my King, my 

Saviour and my God? and will he die to expiate thoſe 
very injuries? See where they have nailed the Lord and 
giver of Life! How his wounds blacken! His body 
writhes, his heart heaves with pity, and with agony | Oh 
Almighty ſufferer, look down, look down from thy trium- 
phant infamy ! Lo, he inclines his head to his ſacred bo- 
ſom ! Hark, he groans, ſee he expires | The earth trem- 
bles, the temple rends, the rocks burſt, the dead riſe : 
which are the quick? which are the dead? Sure nature, 
all nature is departing with her Creator!” What then, I 
fay, ſhall be the weapons and warfare of a ſoldier of Jeſus 
Chriſt? Let Paul and John inform us: faith, patience, 
prayer, long-ſuffering and other works of the ſpirit. Be- 
yond this, it is like Sau/'s heavy armour, no Chriſtian Hero 
can go with it. Notwithſtanding all that can be faid, it 
will happen, as it did to the learned Spelman, on the facri. 
lege 
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lege of ſecularizing the donations of weak, miſtaken 
piety, to the pride, ſloth, and luxury of a few great fami- 
lies, which ought to have ſtill been devoted to real charitable 
inſtitutions; to ſchools, hoſpitals, almshouſes, and every 
mode of alleviating the burdens and miſeries of human na- 
ture; one perſon only gave back the ſpoil and rapine- 
Many were convinced of the unjuſt diſappropriations; be- 
cauſe abuſed by idle monks, they ſhould not ſerve the gran- 
deur, indolence, and vanity of favoured nobles. In vain 
ſhall the whole armour of God be brought by Paul, (Put 
on the whole armour of God, having your loins girt about 
with truth, and having on the brea/?-plate of righteouſneſs, 
and your feet bed with the preparations of the goſpel of 
peace; taking, above all, the ſhield of faith, by which ye 
ſhall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked 
one; and take the Helmet of ſalvation, and the ſword of the 
ſpirit, which is the word of God” Epheſ. vi. 11—17. All 
this armour would diſgrace Ar:/totle's magnanimous man; 
nor would it ſuit Steele's Chriſtian Hero. The courage of 
a lion, and the meekneſs of a lamb, muſt unite to form that 
exalted and rare character, which the Lord will honour with a 
crown of gold and akingdom; of thoſe who were not aſhamed 
of his daily croſs, humility, patience, and meekneſs under 
injuries, contempt, and every evil Satan tried him with, and 
was himſelf deſtroyed by. To ſuch haughty minds and 
proud hearts as love the world, and its fallacious riches and 
power and glory, Feſus on the croſs muſt appear mean and 
puſillanimous in their judgments, who would have ſhone in 
ſplendor and magnificence, had he, with power infinitely 
ſuperior to Moſes, commanded the earth to open, and 
ſwallow up his enemies by a fiery deſtruction. You ſay, 
my dear friend, that you enjoy peace in your mind and 
heart: you have then a pearl of great price, worth more 
than the crowns and palaces of kings and emperors, with 
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all the pdmpous appendages of their ſtate, and the flattery, 
and almoſt idolatrous honours paid to their elevation. In 
a few words, when war, and all its concommitant horrors 
can be reconciled to the laws, the example, and ſpirit of 
the Lord, I will believe that volumes written on all the 
branches of Tactics, will be the beſt comments on the ſer- 
mon on the mount; and that the mouths of cannons and mor- 
tars are the moſt angelic voices to ſound out, © Glory to 
God on high, and on earth, peace and good will to men.“ 
Believe me, dear Sir, to be 
Your ſincere friend and brother in the goſpel 
of peace, 

Sept. 22, 1794- RICHARD CLARKE. 
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Dear FRIEND, : 

S this is a time, when every ſcrap of prophecy is 
ſearched for, and'circulated with advantage to book- 
ſellers, I muſt obſerve, that among thoſe fragments there 
is not one poſitive, or deciſive as to time, fave that of 
Nyſtradamus, whoſe name is more likely to diſcredit, than 
recommend his prediction to notice. I have ſeen it in the 
folio edition of his works, where he ſays, that in the year 
1792, Religion and the Government of France would be 
deſtroyed, or nearly theſe words. Like a good Papiſt, he 
mourns over the ruin of the idolatrous altars, with the 
idolatrous Prieſts, with as much tenderneſs and ſympathy, 
as the learned and diffident Biſhop Horſley does over the 
affiited church of France, Had he lived after the year 


1684 in that country, and profeſſed what he profeſſes now, 
he 
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he would haye felt the crucltics of unmerciful Biſhops, 
' Prieſts, and the long train of eccleſiaſtical tormentors. He 
would have known that church to be an afflicting one, 
and have embraced a guillotine as a mercy, compared with 
the flow. tortures, and new modes of cruelties protracted 
by the hands of the meek and compaſſionate children of the 
Holy Mather Church. He might have looked back at the 
maſſacre of Paris, with the pious King as General of this 
Holy Cruſade in 1572; or {till nearer, at the murder of 
many thouſand Proteſtants in Ireland in 1641, and the 
cruel perſecutions in France in 1684, and even as late as 
1723. Can this Prelate penetrate the myſterious ways of 
providence? or dares he venture to deny, that the /aw (a) 
of retaliation is not executing by the hands of men, how- 
ever wicked, as the Lord executed judgments on his own 
people by Babylomans, Afyrians, and other idolatrous and 
wicked nations. Many men as wiſe, good and pious as 
himſelf, think thus; and on as juſt ground, as he may 
think the contrary. But to return. In the poſthumous 
works of Mr, Toplady, there is a copy of Chriſtopher Love's 
Prophecy,(b) ſaid to be given by Dr. Gifford, late Librarian 
to the Britiſh Muſeum, The prophecy has had ſeveral 
editions and alterations of the dates for the benefit of 


(a) Let not the diſtance of time before the Lord viſits nations for their ſins, 
be objected here. The learned prelate knows, that God ſuffered his people 
to negle& the obſervation of the ſeventh year, with all its kind and merciful 
privileges to the general community for 490 years, before he viſited them ; 
all the chief priefts and the perle who had tranſgreſſed very much, after all the 
zbominations of the heathen, and had polluted the houſe of the Lord, which 
he had hallowed in Feruſalem. Seventy years the land enjoyed her ſabbaths, 
which had deprived that people of their rights by their prieſts, princes, and 
elders, for the common people did not rob themſelves. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 14—22, 
Jerem. xxv. 9—12. It is not five Juþilees from1572, the maſſacre at Paris; 
nor three Jubilees ſince the revocation of the edict of Nants 1684, and all its 
bloody horrors. | 
(6) The copy of this prophecy which fell into my hands in 17 55, is 

different in its dates, as may be ſeen in page 88 of this work. ; 

printers, 
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printers, to accommodate them to the events of the times. 
His runs thus: A ſhort work of the Lord in the latter ages 
of the world. Great earthquakes and commotions by fea 
and land in 1779. Great wars in Germany and America 
in 1780. The deſtruction of popery or Babylon in 1790. 
God will be known by many in 1795. This will produce 
a great man: the ſtars will wander, and the moon turn as 
blood. In the year 1800 Africa, Aſia, and America will 
tremble. In 1805 God will be known by all: then general 
reformation and peace for ever, when the people ſhall now 
war no more. Happy is the man that liveth to ſee this day! 
A third Elias invented by the Church of Rome is un- 
founded, and contrary to the unexpected advent of the Lord, 
whenever he ſhall come to poſſeſs the nations. With 
reſpect to Elias, our Lord ſays, he came in John, the bap- 
tiſt. If ye will receive it, this is Elias who was to come, 
Matth. xi. 14. As to any other to come, the expectation 
has no prophecy to ſupport it. The opinion of two great 
men of temperate and chaſte judgment in ſpiritual matters 
ſhall be laid before my readers. Dr. Burnet in his Theory 
of the Earth, book iii. chap. 5. writes thus, «I am very 
willing to admit, that Elias will come according to the 
ſenſe of the prophet, Malachi iv. 5, 6. But he will not 
come with obſervation, no more than he did in the perſon 
of John the Baptiſt. He will not bear the name of Elias, 
nor tell us, he was the man that went to heaven in a fiery 
chariot, and is now come down again to give us warning 
of the laſt fire. But ſome divine perſon may appear before 
the ſecond coming of our Saviour, as there did before his 

firſt coming; and by .giving a new light and life to the 
Chriſtian doctrine, may diſſipate the miſts and errors, and 
aboliſh all thoſe little controverſics among good men, and 
the diviſions that ſpring from them: enlarging their ſpi- 
rits 
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rits by greater diſcoveries, and uniting them all in bonds 
of unity and charity, and in the common ſtudy of truth 
and perfection. Such an Elias the prophet ſeems to point 
out; and may he come to be the great peace-maker and 
Preparer of the ways of tie Lord.” Henry More, a great 
judge of the prophetical ſtyle and typical characters in per- 
ſons and events, adopts the ſame ſentiments, ſubjoining 
only a zeal and a ſpirit of rebuke to falſe prophets or teach- 
ers, in the fifth of his Divine Dialogues. 

Let me add, this ſpirit will appear moſt probably in ſome 
converted Jews, as Mede, Broughton, and others think, who, 
from Sauls, will become Pauls, and be, after his example, 
the moſt zealous, unwearied, and ſuffering publiſhers of the 
great ſalvation mentioned by the apoſtle, Rom. xi. 32. 
This expectation is ſupported by our Saviour among the 
ſigns of his ſecond coming. This goſpel of the kingdom ſhall 
be preached in all the world, for a witneſs, (of good news) 
unto all nations, then ſhall the END come, Matt. xxiv. 14. 
The ſecond witneſs to the ſame advent is his beloved diſci- 
ple in Rev. xiv. 6. who ſces the angel flying through the 
midſt of heaven, having the EVERLASTING GOS- 
PEL to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to 
every nation and kindred, and tongue and people, juſt before 
the fall of Babylon, the great city. This ſeems to point to 
the ſeventh trumpet, where the my/tery is finiſbed, and the 
ſabbath of the Lord begins, when the #:ngdoms of this world 
become the kingdoms of the Lord and his Chrift, and he 
{hall reign for ages of ages. Rev. xi. 15. Amen. 


N our ſincere friend, 


Odtober 1, 1794. 
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